
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jack Quinn

THE HOLIDAY
SEASON

I thought I should write
something with a Holiday
Theme.  For two weeks, the lim-
ited refrain, “Sleigh bells ring,
are you listening?” has been
ringing in my ears.  Nothing
more, nothing less.  Over and

over.  I like the mental image of a sleigh gliding
through the snow.  I like the sound of sleigh bells.  I
love “glistening” but somehow these thoughts do
not a column make.

In this season of magical lights, kindness and
the spirit of giving, I know what matters most to you
----------- PRESENTS.  Your Bar Association has
arranged for a few.

A. Although alluded to by Judge John
Debelius during his truly fun and meaningful
remarks at the most recent Bar luncheon (very spe-
cial really), now is as good a time as any to
announce the fabulous initiative being put together
by our Community Outreach Committee chairs
Heather Collier and Rhian McGrath.  This spring,
the Bar will participate in its First Annual Special
Olympics outing.  Rhian and Heather will put
together teams of “huggers” to support the
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Pride in Membership, Leadership in Justice

BAR LUNCHEON SCHEDULE

December 6, 2011 – Speaker: The Honorable Eugene Wolfe, Administrative Judge, District
Court of Maryland for Montgomery County

February 7, 2012 – The Honorable Ben C. Clyburn, Chief Judge of the District Courts of
Maryland  

March 6, 2012 – Glenn M. Grossman, Bar Counsel for Attorney Grievance Commission

April 3, 2012 – Douglas F. Gansler, Maryland Attorney General

Rockville United Methodist Church
112 West Montgomery Ave., Rockville, MD

12:15p.m. - 1:00p.m.

If you have a dietary restriction and require a special meal, please contact Cindy at Cindy@barmont.org
at least 1 week prior to the luncheon.  PLEASE NOTE ... We must receive your request in writing at least
1 week in advance of the luncheon so that we can accommodate you.

(Continued on page 4)

www.montbar.org

WE ARE ACCEPTING
DONATIONS OF TOYS AND
GIFT CARDS TO BENEFIT
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY
FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER
CLIENTS

The Bar Association/Bar Foundation
is collecting new, unwrapped toys for all
ages and grocery store gift cards to bene-
fit the clients of the Montgomery County
Family Justice Center.*  We would like to
help spread a little joy to these families
during this holiday season.

*The Mission of the Family Justice
Center is to promote safety, well-being, and
healing for victims of family violence.

Since opening its doors in 2009, more
than 1700 clients have sought services provid-
ed by the MCFJC. In a desire to serve those
clients and help support the wonderful work of
the staff and volunteers of the MCFJC, the
MCFJC Foundation continues to seek the com-
munity’s support.

Donations will be accepted through
December 9th at the
Bar Association of

Montgomery County, MD
27 West Jefferson Street

Rockville, MD
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

2011-2012
Officers and Chairs

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
President: John M. Quinn
President-Elect: Daniel M. Kennedy, III
Treasurer: Bradford S. Bernstein
Treasurer-Elect: James A. Mood, Jr.
Secretary: Mimi L. Magyar
Past President: Patricia M. Weaver
Executive Director: Julie Petersen
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Steven T. Blomberg
Lauri E. Cleary
William C. Davis, III
Marjorie G. DiLima
Mark A. Gilday
Monica G. Harms
Maura L. Lynch
Wanda Martinez
Michael L. Rowan
Joan E. Ryon
Patricia P. Via
John S. Weaver

New Practitioners Co-Chairs:
Casey W. Florance & Christopher W. Roberts

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (2010-2011)
Assoc./Found. – Ann. Mtg. & Law Day – James A. Mood, Jr., Chair –

(301) 424-0400
Bench/Bar-Circuit –  David C. Merkin, Co-Chair – (301) 251-1180;

Michael A. Taylor, Co-Chair – (301) 251-2772
Bench/Bar-District Court –  Richard D. London, Chair – (301) 588-6900
Fee Dispute Resolution – Carlos M. Lastra, Co-Chair – (301) 869-1700;

Karen Robbins, Co-Chair – (301) 260-0223
Judicial Selections – Michael L. Rowan, Chair – (301) 762-1696;

H. Kenneth Armstrong, II, Vice Chair – (301) 251-0440
Lawyer to Lawyer – Daniel W. Gaskill, Chair – (301) 279-7400
Lawyer Referral – Elizabeth G. Loggia, Chair – (301) 340-9393
Legal Ethics – Jeffrey M. Axelson, Co-Chair – (301) 738-7650;

Samuel M. Shapiro, Co-Chair – (301) 340-1333
Legislation – Hadrian N. Hatfield, Chair – (301) 230-6575
Membership Benefits – David W. Lease, Co-Chair – (301) 838-8950;

Michael J. Bramnick, Co-Chair – (301) 634-3117
Nominations & Elections – Mimi L. Magyar – (301) 347-1260
Professionalism & The Quality of Life -  Heather S. Collier, Co-Chair –

(301) 340-9090; Rhian McGrath, Co-Chair – (301) 907-2804
Social – Monica G. Harms, Co-Chair – (301) 838-3230;

Lili Khozeimeh, Co-Chair – (240) 777-9119
Softball – Matthew S. Tidball, Chair – (301) 762-7770
Specialty Bar Associations – To Be Appointed
Strategic Planning – David A. Pordy, Chair – (301) 230-5205 
Technology – Sebastian Forgues Co-Chair – (240) 507-1700;

Behzad Gohari, Co-Chair – (301) 761-3000
Unauthorized Practice of Law – Ronald M. Abramson, Chair –

(301) 9172358
Youth Courthouse Project – Holly D. Reed, III, Co-Chair –

(301) 587-9480; Patricia P. Via, Co-Chair – (240) 777-6721

SECTION CHAIRS    
Alternative Dispute Resolution – Eric C. Johnson, Co-Chair –

(301) 977-8002; Judith A. Mustille, Co-Chair – (301) 424-1720
Business Law – Robert M. Gottschalk, Co-Chair – (202) 530-3300;

Marc B. Bergoffen, Co-Chair – (301) 656-2707
Collaborative Law – Suzy L. Eckstein, Co-Chair – 

(301) 424-8081; Darcy A. Shoop, Co-Chair – (301) 340-7950
Commercial Litigation – J. Bradford McCullough, Co-Chair – 

(301) 657-0734; Jeffrey M. Schwaber, Co-Chair – (301) 838-3210
Criminal Law – Jessica L. Zarrella, Co-Chair – (240) 777-7469;

Carlotta A. Woodward, Co-Chair – (301) 424-6366
Education Law – Patrick J. Hoover, Co-Chair – (301) 424-5777;

Lynndolyn Mitchell, Co-Chair – (301) 340-2541;
Karen S. Smith, Co-Chair – (240) 383-2555

Elder Law – Morris Klein, Chair – (301) 652-4462
Employment Law – Laurel N. Anchors, Co-Chair – (301) 990-6065;

Gwenlynn W. D’Souza, Co-Chair – (301) 452-1888
Estates & Trusts – Jay M. Eisenberg, Chair – (301) 230-5223
Family Law –  Julie B. Christopher, Co-Chair – (301) 838-3257;

Erin L. Kopelman, Co-Chair – (301) 347-1261;
Samantha H. Kravitz, Co-Chair – (301) 913-5236

Immigration – Matthew R. Glinsmann, Chair – (301) 987-0030
Intellectual Property & Technology – Michael L. Greenberg, Co-Chair –

(202) 625-7000; Howard A. Newman, Co-Chair – (202) 544-8040
Juvenile Law – Daniel W. Gaskill, Co-Chair – (301) 279-7400;

To Be Announced, Co-Chair – 
Law Firm Management – Amy B. Strent, Chair – (301) 657-0010
New Practitioners – Christopher W. Roberts, Co-Chair – (301) 340-9090;

Casey W. Weinberg, Co-Chair – (301) 838-3318
Mentor/Mentee (sub of New Practitioners) - Samantha H. Kravitz,

Co-Chair – (301) 913-5236; Jeremy Rachlin, Co-Chair –
(301) 656-8840

Chamber Chats – Aindrea M. Conroy, Chair – (301) 762-1696
Personal Injury Litigation – Paul S. Chung, Co-Chair (Plaintiff) –

(301) 230-5230 &  Andre M. Forte, Co-Chair (Defense) – (301) 791-6924
Real Estate – Matthew D. Alegi, Co-Chair – (301) 230-6574 &

Alexis H. Peters, Co-Chair – (301) 255-0538
Taxation – Chaya Kundra, Chair – (301) 424-7585
Workers Compensation Law – William J. Inman, Co-Chair –

(301) 315-9400 & Jeffrey W. Stickle, Co-Chair – (301) 762-7770
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FOR LAWYERS WHO
NEED HELP

If you are aware of attorneys who are having
problems with alcohol, drugs, stress, emotional
problems and related illnesses that interfere with
their professional or personal lives, please call the
Lawyer-to-Lawyer Committee.  Committee mem-
bers are available to assist lawyers find confidential
effective programs to suit their needs. 

All calls are strictly confidential.
Daniel W. Gaskill, Chair

Phone: (301) 279-7400
E-mail: dangaskill@verizon.net

Bar Association ... Main Line ... (301) 424-3454
Julie Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-3453

Julie@barmont.org

Maria Office Manager/LRS Supervisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-7040
MDelgado@barmont.org

Cindy Association Administrative Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 762-8376
Cindy@barmont.org

Monika  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-6351
membership@barmont.org

} Lawyer Referral Service Operator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 279-9100
Marleni

Lawyer Line  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-7040
lrs1@barmont.org and lrs2@barmont.org

Bar Foundation
Yesenia CLE Seminars and Events Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 340-2534

montcle@barmont.org

Pro Bono Program
Client Intake Lines  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-7651

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-7652

The following staff listing is not for public information.  It is for attorney use only.
Clarice, Program Administrator (Part-Time)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (301) 762-5831

clarice@mcbfprobono.org 

Jennifer Office Administration / Client Coordination  . . . . . . . . . . (301) 424-2706
jennifer@mcbfprobono.org

Ingrid Office Administration / Client Coordination  . . . . . . . . . . (301) 762-8488
ingrid@mcbfprobono.org

FRIENDS OF BILL W.
LAWYER MEETING

For time and location of the meetings, please
call Lawyer-to-Lawyer Committee member, Dan
Gaskill at (301) 279-7400.

BAR FOUNDATION OFFICERS
(Effective July 1, 2011)

President: Patricia M. Weaver.
President-Elect: John M. Quinn
Treasurer: Audrey A. Creighton
Secretary: Lili Khozeimeh
Past President: E. Joseph Fitzpatrick, Jr.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Bar Revue – Steven J. Bienstock – (301) 251-1600
Cable T.V./Law School for the Public – Lauri E. Cleary, Co-Chair –

(301) 657-0176 & William C. Davis, III, Co-Chair – (240) 507-1711
CLE Breakfasts – Diana H. Metcalf, Chair – (301) 251-6707
Continuing Legal Education – Margaret M. Schweitzer, Chair – (240) 777-7327
Diversity – Charles B. Day, Chair – (301) 344-0393
Endowment – Joseph P. Suntum, Chair – (301) 762-5212
Facilities – Patrick C. McKeever, Chair – (301) 762-5212
Fall Outing – James R. Hammerschmidt, Co-Chair – (301) 951-9338 &

Alison W. Rind, Co-Chair – (301) 657-0750 
Governance – Nancy A. Sachitano, Chair – (301) 657-8808
Pro Bono – Michael J. Goecke, Chair – (301) 657-0185
School Mock Trial – Bradford S. Bernstein, Chair – (301) 517-4811
Speakers Bureau – Ivonne C. Lindley, Chair (Public Division) – (301) 838-3217

& Rene Sandler, Chair (School Division) – (301) 610-9797
Youth Initiative Program – Rene Sandler, Chair – (301) 610-9797

Michael G. Banks
Hon. Mary Ellen Barbera
Lynn C. Boynton
Douglas M. Bregman
Jeannie K. Cho
Heather Collier
Hon. Gary L. Crawford
Hon. John W. Debelius, III
David S. De Jong
Paul B. DeWolfe
Paul H. Ethridge
Mary Ellen Flynn
Jo B. Fogel
Hon. Ann S. Harrington

Kevin G. Hessler
Heather Q. Hostetter
Paul F. Kemp
Mimi  L. Magyar
J. Stephen McAuliffe, III
Rachel T. McGuckian
A. Howard Metro
John C. Monahan
James A. Mood, Jr.
David A. Pordy
Andrew L. Schwartz
Harry C. Storm
Hon. Roger W. Titus
Donna E. Van Scoy
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CIRCUIT COURT NOTES

With December marking the holiday
season and the close of the year, it often
prompts a look back at the experiences of
the year gone by.  2011 will be remem-
bered as a year of difficulty for many, a
year of cutting back and making do with
less for most.  As we enter December and
prepare for 2012, we at the Circuit Court
hope that the holiday season brings the
quiet and simple joys too often over-
looked in the frantic pace of our lives.
May the New Year bring peace, health,
and hope for a brighter future for us all. 

Looking back also tells us there are
important issues that continue to need atten-
tion and the support of the members of the
Bar in their resolution. As announced earli-
er this year, reviews of case files have
revealed noncompliance with the Maryland
Rules concerning the signing of pleadings
and other papers by some members of the
bar across a variety of caseloads:

Rule 1-311. Signing of pleadings and

other papers.

(a) Requirement – Every pleading

and paper of a party represented by an
attorney shall be signed by at least one
attorney who has been admitted to
practice law in this State and who
complies with Rule 1-312. Every
pleading and paper of a party who is
not represented by an attorney shall be
signed by the party. Every pleading or
paper filed shall contain the address
and telephone number of the person by
whom it is signed. It also may contain
that person's business electronic mail
address and business facsimile num-
ber.

(b) Effect of signature – The signa-
ture of an attorney on a pleading or
paper constitutes a certification that
the attorney has read the pleading or
paper; that to the best of the attorney's
knowledge, information, and belief
there is good ground to support it; and
that it is not interposed for improper
purpose or delay.

(c) Sanctions – If a pleading or
paper is not signed as required (except
inadvertent omission to sign, if
promptly corrected) or is signed with

intent to defeat the purpose of this
Rule, it may be stricken and the action
may proceed as though the pleading
had not been filed. For a wilful viola-
tion of this Rule, an attorney is subject
to appropriate disciplinary action.

Please be advised that pleadings and
other papers that are not in compliance
with Rule 1-311 cannot be accepted for
filing.  In filing pleadings and other
papers, please include no more than one
name beneath each signature line so that
the actual signer can be identified.
Compliance with this Rule will help
ensure the integrity of filings in the

CURRENT UPDATE

John Murphy  . . . . . . . . . . .301-519-9150
Bill Chen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-279-9500
For a written confidential opinion, submit
your written request, marked confidential,
to Jeffrey M. Axelson, c/o Bar Association
of Montgomery County, MD, 27 West
Jefferson St., Rockville, MD 20850.

LEGAL ETHICS
HOTLINE

(Continued on page 5)
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Olympians’ olympic efforts during a full
day of races, events and fun.  More infor-
mation will follow as dates and times and
logistics are worked through.  If the feel-
ings of pride in learning of our participa-
tion aren’t Holiday gift enough, know
that due to our efforts that dozens of addi-
tional Olympians will be given the
chance to compete.  For years, the num-
ber has been limited due to the unavail-
ability of “huggers and helpers.”  Due to
the efforts of your Bar Association, the
number of the disappointed will be fewer.  

B. I offer you, through the efforts of
Judge Charles Day, Jeannie Cho, Judge
Audrey Creighton, Michael Banks, Susan
Magazine and others a very special second
gift.  Feel good that your Bar Association’s
commitment to a diverse and excellent Bar
was demonstrated once again Veteran’s
Day weekend by herculean efforts to attract
and employ the “Best and Brightest”
among the minority students attending our
local law schools.  Numerous students will
be afforded summer opportunities once
reserved for the connected.  Numerous law

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, cont’d

(Continued from page 1) firms will be richer for the experience.  I
should mention that this was a joint effort at
gift-giving made possible by the J. Franklyn
Bourne, Hispanic and Asian Pacific
American Bar Associations as well as a
number of law firms all trying to do the
right thing.  Enjoy!

C. Perhaps the greatest gift of all illu-
minated by the Festival of Lights or the
glow of candles or the inviting illuminations
hung on the numerous trees of the season is
the knowledge that our Bar efforts at kind-
ness and caring and decency are not limited
to a season.  They go on in soup kitchens
and Pro Bono offices and through the efforts
of countless members throughout the year,
indeed throughout the years.  BE PROUD –
ENJOY THE FEELING.  You are not likely
to receive a better present this year.

Epilogue

(I just learned this word and really like it)
The Community Outreach

Committee and the Bar office are collect-
ing unwrapped toys, and gift certificates
for food and clothing to benefit the clients
of the Montgomery County Family Justice

Center.  You might wish to ask your assis-
tant to hold your calls for ten minutes and
respond.  Just a thought.

The Honorable Nelson W. Rupp, Jr.
The Honorable Joseph M. Quirk

Associate Judges, Montgomery County
Circuit Court

and the
Montgomery County Circuit Court

Adult Drug Court
cordially invite you to attend

A Graduation of
Montgomery County Circuit Court

Adult Drug Court Participants

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 

Four o’clock in the afternoon

Circuit Court for Montgomery County
Judicial Center

50 Maryland Avenue
Courtroom 1, Third Floor

Rockville, Maryland

Reception Immediately Following



Circuit Court for Montgomery County
and your assistance is appreciated.

Further, affidavits that are not nota-
rized MUST contain the language pre-
scribed by Rule 1-304:

The statement of the affiant may be
made before an officer authorized to
administer an oath or affirmation, who
shall certify in writing to having
administered the oath or taken the
affirmation, or may be made by sign-
ing the statement in one of the follow-
ing forms:

Generally. "I solemnly affirm under
the penalties of perjury that the con-
tents of the foregoing paper are true to
the best of my knowledge, informa-
tion, and belief."

Personal Knowledge. "I solemnly
affirm under the penalties of perjury and
upon personal knowledge that the con-
tents of the foregoing paper are true." 

Affidavits that are not notarized

that lack the language required by

Rule 1-304 may be stricken.

COURT INTERPRETERS: Court

interpreters are in high demand in court
proceedings throughout the State and par-
ticularly in Montgomery County. Staff
interpreters must juggle the needs of mul-
tiple courtrooms every day; for many lan-
guages, the Clerk’s Office must obtain
contract interpreters for whom the cost
must be paid, whether or not the inter-
preter is actually used. PLEASE notify

the Clerk’s Office when you have

requested an interpreter for your client

or a witness and your case has settled

or the interpreter will not be needed

for any hearing. As noted on the

request, failure to inform that Clerk’s

Office that the requested interpreter is

either no longer needed or not needed

for a particular hearing may result in

the costs of the interpreter being

assessed against the party or parties

who have requested this services.

ADR: PLEASE notify the court-

ordered mediator with whom you are

scheduled for an ADR session at least

24 hours before any scheduled ADR

session if your case settles. We have had
several instances of mediators who have

been appointed by the Court to conduct
ADR session(s) at the rate set by the
Court, have cleared the time on their
schedules to do so, spent time preparing
in advance of the session only to have the
parties fail to appear. On investigation,
the parties had already settled and simply
did not notify the Court or the mediator.
The Court’s deep pool of experienced
attorneys, former judges, and mediators
will diminish if litigators do not exercise
common professional courtesy in notify-
ing the mediator that the appointment is
no longer needed due to settlement.

As announced in last month’s Bar

Bulletin, pursuant to Commercial Law

Article, Section 17-307, intangible

property held for the owner by the

Court for more than three years after

disposition of the cause of action shall

be deemed abandoned and transferred

to the State Comptroller who serves as

Administrator for disposition in com-

pliance with the Maryland Uniform

Disposition of Abandoned Property

Act.

CURRENT UPDATE
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PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT

THE OBLIGATION TO CONDUCT

DISCOVERY IS NOT STAYED BY

THE FILING OF A DISPOSITIVE

MOTION.  Motions continue to be filed
seeking lengthy postponements and re-
issuances of scheduling orders due to the
failure of the parties to conduct any dis-
covery on the basis of a pending motion
to dismiss or for summary judgment or
because the parties have been discussing
settlement.  Absent good cause, lengthy
postponements will not be routinely
granted, even when sought by consent or
joint motion.  

As previously noted, for all CIVIL

TRACK 3 cases filed after July 1, 2010,
settlement conferences are now conducted
by retired judges, followed by pretrial hear-
ings, if required, before the administrative
judge. Bar representatives at last year’s
Civil DCM review identified the need for
substantive settlement conferences con-
ducted by judges with adequate time for
discussion by counsel, parties, and any rep-
resentatives with authority to settle a case.
In the rare occasions in which a party or

representative seeks by motion to partic-

ipate by phone due to extreme hardship

or distance or infirmity, please be aware

that, if granted, the party is expected to

participate by phone rather than merely

being on telephone stand-by. To respond

to this need, six retired judges have been
committed to conduct Settlement
Conferences, which will be held on
Thursday afternoons. Depending on the
number of cases scheduled, one or more of
the following judges will be scheduled to
conduct these conferences: the Hon. D.
Warren Donohue; the Hon. Ann S.
Harrington, the Hon. Paul A. McGuckian,
the Hon. S. Michael Pincus, the Hon.
William J. Rowan, III, and the Hon. James
L. Ryan. Attendance of counsel, parties,
and representatives is mandatory unless a
settlement agreement has been reached and
needs only to be put on the record.
PLEASE FILE PRETRIAL STATE-

MENTS ON A TIMELY BASIS to allow
the judges to prepare for these conferences.

On the date of the Settlement Pretrial
Hearing, please report to the location
noted on the monitors where the judge will
conduct the settlement conference. Where
settlement agreements have been or are
reached, they will be placed on the record.
At the point that the judge conducting the

settlement conference determines that a
settlement will not be reached, the judge
will excuse the parties and direct them to
report to the Administrative Judge, who
will conduct the Pretrial Hearing and set a
trial date. PLEASE NOTE: Settlement

Conferences are not intended to serve as

or replace mediation or non-binding

arbitration; these may take several

hours or even several sessions. Counsel

are urged to utilize ADR as early as pos-

sible in a case and are encouraged to

request ADR orders via the Special

Master. Attendance at a Settlement

Conference is mandatory even where

parties have previously participated in

ADR and have not yet reached an agree-

ment.  

Please be reminded that attorneys

who have entered their appearance

prior to a Criminal Scheduling Hearing

must request that their locally incarcer-

ated client be transported if they want

their client present at the Scheduling

Conference.  Defendants who are not

CURRENT UPDATE
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(Continued from preceding page)

Please Join Us in a
Retirement Celebration
for Circuit Court Judge

Thomas L. Craven

Thursday, December 1, 2011
5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Circuit Court Atrium

Cost: $40.00 Private Members of the Bar

$20.00 Gov’t Attorneys/ Court Staff  

Please makes checks payable to:
Nicholas G. Hallenbeck, Esq.

Armstrong, Donohue, Ceppos,
Vaughan & Rhoades, Chartered
204 Monroe Street, Suite 101
Rockville, Maryland  20850
Memo: “Craven Retirement”

For additional information, please

contact Nancy McKinley at

nmckinley@mcccourt.com



transported will be served a copy of the

Scheduling order by the Sheriff’s Office. 

Your comments and suggestions are
always welcome.

John W. Debelius, Administrative Judge for
Montgomery County, MD

2011 JUVENILE BENCH/BAR
MEETINGS SCHEDULE

CINA (Courtroom #18/12:30 p.m.)

Wednesday, January 18
Wednesday, March 21
Wednesday, May 16
Wednesday, July 18
Wednesday, October 17
DELINQUENCY

(Courtroom #19/ 12:30 p.m.)

Wednesday, February 15
Wednesday, April 18
Wednesday, June 20
Wednesday, September 19
Wednesday, November 21

MCCC LAW LIBRARY –
CHECK IT OUT! ... FAMILY
LAW RESOURCES! 

Custody battles, contentious inheri-
tances and take-no-prisoners prenups –
family law is one of the busiest legal sec-
tions in the court library and there is a
plethora of materials on this specialty.

Print sources include the bible of
family law, John Fader’s Maryland
Family Law, The Family Law Manual and
Rutkin’s Family Law and Practice as well
as specialized treatises on subjects such as
family asset valuation, adoptions and
QDROs. 

Many of these books are also avail-
able online through our free-to-the public

Lexis and Westlaw contracts. New online
resources include the MICPEL/MSBA
handbooks, a national form database and
most of the Matthew Bender treatises. We
also have CDs of popular forms that can
be downloaded and completed online.

Keeping up-to-date on the latest fam-
ily law developments is easy – we have
subscriptions to BNA’s Family Law
Reporter, the Maryland Law Monthly and
Maryland Domestic Law Reports.  

If you can’t make it to the library,
check out these useful family law web-
sites:

Montgomery County Circuit Court

(forms, procedures)

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/circuitcourt

Maryland Code and Rules

(family law article, court rules)

www.lawlib.state.md.us/researchtools/
sourcesmdlaw

Maryland Domestic Relations Forms

www.courts.state.md.us/family/forms
Maryland Online Child Support

Guidelines Worksheet

www.dhr.state.md.us/csea/worksheet.php
For more information on family law

sources or on other legal specialties, con-
tact the Circuit Court Law Library at 240-
777-9120 or lawlibrary@mcccourt.com.
Our hours are 8:00am-5:30 pm, at 50
Maryland Avenue, Rockville MD 20850.

Kate Martin,
Circuit Court Law Librarian

CURRENT UPDATE
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A BALANCING ACT
This is the part of the newsletter that is here to help you de-stress and lead a more bal-
anced life.  Each month, our newsletter will give you a tip that you might implement.

Legal fees cause a lot of stress for both lawyers and clients.  One way to reduce the stress
it to take the issue head on.

Willingness to discuss fees up front makes it more likely you will get paid.  If a client is
unwilling to pay you up front, what does that tell you about the likelihood you will be paid
later?  When you are paid in advance, it shows the client trusts you.  Being clear about fees
shows your client that you take on difficult subjects and you will be direct on their behalf.  

Billing is important.  When there is a balance due, send it with the work or on the day
the work is finished and ask for immediate payment or put a due date within the next week.
Waiting until the end of the month can result in the client putting it off.  

If you are serious about your value and worth, you billing policies will reflect it.  And
you should be.

******************
If you would like coaching on this area of your law practice, please consider contacting

me to see how I can assist you.

Geoff Gilbert is a former practicing CPA at Ernst & Young and business attorney in Montgomery
County.  He now coaches Lawyers, CPA's and Executives to help them manage their practices bet-
ter and teaches stress related courses at the University of Maryland in College Park. You can reach
him through his website at www.executive-coach-for-lawyers.com.



EMAIL CONFIDENTIALITY:
THE ELEPHANT IN THE
ROOM

I.  INTRODUCTION

Just a decade ago, e-mail was a ques-
tionable means for an attorney to commu-
nicate with his/her client.1 But e-mail is
so basic and important today in the every-
day aspect of the attorney-client relation-
ship that things have changed. This article
addresses the recent ABA Opinion
regarding the Duty to Protect the
Confidentiality of Email Communications
with One’s Client. 

As the technology involved in elec-
tronic submission has become better
understood and as the law concerning
telecommunications has developed, the
prevalent view is that electronic commu-
nication is in most instances an accept-
able form of conveying client confi-
dences even where the lawyer does not
obtain specific client consent.2

However, confidentiality concerns still
exist with electronic client communica-
tions.  

On August 4, 2011, the ABA
Standing Committee on Ethics and
Professional Responsibility issued
Formal Opinion 11-459 Duty to Protect
the Confidentiality of Email
Communications with One’s Client.  This
Opinion provides an overview of a
lawyer’s duty to inform the client of risks
associated with electronic communica-
tions with the lawyer.  The Committee
poses the question, “when the lawyer
knows or reasonably should know that
the employee may use a workplace
device or system to communicate with
the lawyer, does the lawyer have an ethi-
cal duty to warn the employee about the
risks this practice entails,” and answers it
in the affirmative.  The Opinion address-
es when this ethical duty arises and what
steps a lawyer must take to prevent access
by third parties from occurring.  A caution
may be appropriate to the practitioner
however.  There are some who believe
that in many if not most cases, even if it
may be ethical to engage in electronic
communications, it may not be advisable
to do so.  I refer the reader back to my
article which appeared in the Bar Bulletin
earlier this year.  In that article, I
addressed the various pitfalls and dangers

of the electronic data and internet age.
Essentially, in order to maintain absolute
confidentiality the only fail-safe tech-
nique, if any, is to avoid placing the infor-
mation on a computer or on an electronic
device at all.

II.  OVERVIEW OF FORMAL

OPINION 11-459

a. When Does the Duty Arise?

Email communications by lawyers
with clients are governed by the ethical
obligation to protect confidential client
information pursuant to Model Rule 1.6,
which requires a lawyer to refrain from
revealing “information relating to the
representation of a client unless the
client gives informed consent.”  The
ethical duty arises when a lawyer is
sending or receiving substantive com-
munications with a client by electronic
means and when there is a significant
risk that a third party may gain access to
the communications.  The lawyer must
know, or reasonably should know, that
the client is likely to send or receive
substantive client-lawyer communica-

tions via electronic means in order for
the duty to arise.  Significant risk can
arise in various situations, but the
Opinion focuses on the context of an
employment case, as employers often
have policies reserving rights of access
to employees’ workplace computers,
regardless of whether the communica-
tions are from a work or personal e-mail
account.3

b. What does the duty entail?

The Opinion provides limited
instruction on the efforts a lawyer should
take to protect the client confidences
from exposure to a third party.  A lawyer
should advise the employee-client about
the importance of communicating with
the lawyer in a manner that protects the
confidentiality of e-mail communica-
tions.  Specifically, as soon as the attor-
ney-client relationship is established, a
lawyer should instruct the employee-
client to avoid using a workplace com-
puter or other device for substantive
communications, and perhaps for any
attorney-client email communications.
This admonition applies both to the
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client’s use of a personal e-mail account
on a workplace computer, and to the
lawyer’s refraining from sending e-mails
to the client’s workplace.  Given that the
risks of a third party gaining access to
attorney-client e-mail communications
vary with every client, a lawyer must
take reasonable care to protect the confi-
dentiality of the communications by giv-
ing appropriately tailored advice to the
client.4

III.  IS THE ATTORNEY-CLIENT

PRIVILEGE WAIVED WHEN

EMAILS ARE SENT OR

RECEIVED ON WORKPLACE

COMPUTERS

It is well settled that oral communi-
cations made in the presence of a third
party (not an agent of the attorney or
client) are not privileged.  The question
remains: in the electronic age, does the
employer’s computer system serve as the
third party that eliminates the privilege? 

Formal Opinion 11-459 does not

address whether, and in what circum-
stances, an employee’s communications
with his or her attorney made from the
employee’s workplace device, are pro-
tected by the attorney-client privilege.
Unlike Rule 1.6, which is an ethical rule,
the attorney-client privilege operates as
a rule of evidence to prevent the disclo-
sure of a confidential communication
made by a client to his attorney for the
purpose of obtaining legal advice.5

Courts have reached varying conclu-
sions about whether an employee’s attor-
ney-client communications utilizing a
workplace computer are privileged.
Several jurisdictions have held that the
attorney-client privilege applied to e-
mails with counsel using a personal e-
mail account accessed on a workplace
computer or when the evidence was
clear that an employer did not notify
employees of a policy barring personal
e-mail use.6 Other jurisdictions reach a
different result.  In Holmes v. Petrovic
Development Co., LLC, the court held

that e-mails sent via a company comput-
er were comparable to consulting with
her lawyer in her employer’s conference
room, in a loud voice, with the door
open, so that any reasonable person
would expect that their discussion of her
complaints about her employer would be
overheard by him.7

Maryland courts have not ruled on
whether the attorney-client privilege
applies to e-mails with counsel from a
workplace computer.  Prudent lawyers
representing an employee against his/her
employer should be aware of the factors
that courts have looked at in deciding
whether the attorney-client privilege
remains for electronic communications
through the employer’s network; whether
the employer has a policy in place pro-
hibiting employees from using workplace
computers for personal e-mails, and
whether the employer notified its
employees that it would monitor its com-
puters.8

There are steps that can be taken to
avoid being the first attorney in
Maryland that has to litigate this issue.
As a preliminary matter, in any case
where the client’s employer is or may be
involved, best practices include not
sending emails to the client’s work email
address and advising the client - from
the start - not to use his or her workplace
computer to send emails.  An attorney
can protect him or herself by including a
disclaimer in the bottom of every email.
In fact, this simple disclaimer can pro-
tect from various other potential issues,
such as inadvertently sent emails.
Lastly, including a disclaimer in the
Retainer Agreement informs clients
from the start that email communica-
tions could be discovered.  A best prac-
tice that a prudent practitioner should
follow would be to place cautionary lan-
guage within the initial retainer agree-
ment. This would provide the practition-
er with documented and express
informed consent by the Client.9

IV. CONCLUSION

In Maryland it is not clear yet
whether emails sent or received on an
employer’s computer or through work
email are protected by the attorney-
client privilege.  Given the ABA’s recent
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Rockville Concierge Doctors
An internal medicine practice.

www.RockvilleConciergeDocs.com

We invite you to a complimentary meeting with one of our doctors
to discuss your health needs and our internal medicine concierge practice.

Marcia Goldmark, M.D.    Aimee Seidman, M.D., FACP
301.545.1811

“As an attorney, I have a busy and unpredictable schedule. 
When a health issue arises, I don't want to wait all day for 
a return phone call and days or weeks for an 
appointment.  

At Rockville Concierge Doctors, I have 
immediate access to my doctor by phone or email and 
they will do whatever they can to make sure I can be seen  
at my convenience. After experiencing this level of care, I 
would never return to a traditional medical practice.”

3 Michael Z., Attorney

At Rockville Concierge Doctors your time is important to us. That’s why we 
limit the number of patients we see to 20% of a traditional internal medicine practice.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on following page)



Ethics Opinion, an attorney has a mini-
mum duty to inform the client of poten-
tial pitfalls of using workplace email and
computers to communicate.  It is likely
that simple precautions, such as dis-
claimers and warnings are sufficient for
protecting the attorney from failure-to-
warn claims.  The best method for pro-
tecting the attorney-client privilege,
however, may be by doing what is
becoming more and more uncommon:
holding face-to-face meetings without a
third-party present.

A.P. Pishevar, Committee Member
Jeffrey M. Axelson, Legal Ethics Co-Chair

Samuel M. Shapiro, Legal Ethics Co-Chair

1 In the 1990’s, several states rendered ethics
opinions relative to e-mail and the concerns
over confidentiality.  For instance, Iowa and
South Carolina insisted that e-mail cannot be
used unless special precautions are taken to
prevent its interception or client consent
obtained. See Iowa Ethics Opinion96-1 1996;
South Carolina Ethics Opinion 94-27 (1995).
North Carolina has insisted that the same pre-
cautions be observed for e-mail communica-

tions. North Carolina Ethics Opinion 215
(1995).

2 D.C. Bar Op. 281 (1998).  Numerous other
State Bar’s endorsed e-mail as an acceptable
means to communicate with clients while still
protecting client confidences. See e.g., Alaska
Bar Ass’n Op. 98-2 (1998); Ky. Bar Ass’n
Ethics Comm. Advisory Op. E-403 (1998);
New York State Bar Ass’n Comm. on
Professional Ethics Op. 709 (1998).

3 Third parties may have access to attorney-
client  e-mails when the client receives or
sends e-mails via a public computer or when
the client uses a computer available to others,
such as in a matrimonial dispute when the
home computer is used.

4 Of note is Comment [20] of the Maryland
Rules of Professional conduct which states,
“When transmitting a communication that
includes information relating to the represen-
tation of a client, the lawyer must take reason-
able precautions to prevent the information
from coming into the hands of unintended
recipients. This duty, however, does not
require that the lawyer use special security
measures if the method of communication
affords a reasonable expectation of privacy.
Special circumstances, however, may warrant

special precautions. Factors to be considered
in determining the reasonableness of the
lawyer’s expectation of confidentiality
include the sensitivity of the information and
the extent to which the privacy of the commu-
nication is protected by law or by a confiden-
tiality agreement. A client may require the
lawyer to implement special security meas-
ures not required by this Rule or may give
informed consent to the use of a means of
communication that would otherwise be pro-
hibited by this Rule.”

5 Newman v. State, 384 Md. at 302, 863 A.2d
at 330 (2004.)

6 See Stengart v. Loving Care Agency, Inc.,
990 A.2d 650,653 (N.J. 2010); TransOcean
Capital, Inc. v. Fortin, No. 05-0955-BLS2,
2006 WL 3246401 (Mass. Super. Oct. 20,
2006).

7 Holmes v. Petrovic Development Co., LLC,
191 Cal.App.4th 1047 (2011) (This is so
because Holmes used a computer of defendant
company to send the e-mails even though (1)
she had been told of the company’s policy that
its computers were to be used only for compa-
ny business and that employees were prohibit-
ed from using them to send or receive person-
al e-mail, (2) she had been warned that the
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company would monitor its computers for

compliance with this company policy and thus

might “inspect all files and messages . . . at

any time,” and (3) she had been explicitly

advised that employees using company com-

puters to create or maintain personal informa-

tion or messages “have no right of privacy

with respect to that information or message.”).

8 Id.  The four-factor test applied in a decision

of the Bankruptcy Court in New York City, In
re Asia Global Crossing Ltd., assesses the

reasonableness of an employee’s privacy

expectation: (1) Does the company maintain a

policy that bans personal or other objection-

able use of its e-mail system?  (2) Does the

company monitor the use of the employee’s

computer or e-mail? (3) Do third parties have

a right of access to the computer or e-mails?

(4) Did the company notify the employee or

was the employee aware of the use and moni-

toring policies? 322 B.R. 247 (Bankr.

S.D.N.Y. 2005).

9 Recommended Language: You agree that

we may communicate with each other

through email. Please understand that all of

our communications are privileged and con-

fidential, so long as they are not disclosed to

anyone else. That is, the Firm, including indi-

vidual attorneys, cannot be compelled,

except under rare circumstances, to disclose

information the Clients have shared with the

Firm’s attorneys and advice given to it. To

like effect the Clients cannot be compelled to

reveal the attorney’s advice either. For obvi-

ous reasons, that is a desired result because it

is intended to give a client comfort in sharing

all information with the Firm and its attor-

neys and that enables us to give advice tai-

lored to the client’s situation. Please under-

stand that sharing any of our advice with any-

one serves to jeopardize the attorney client

privilege of confidentiality. This is especially

true with regard to comments made on the

internet, particularly with any social net-

working site, such as Facebook or Twitter.

Please be advised that you should use caution

in using a business email account or using a

personal email account on a workplace com-

puter or device, at least for substantive

emails with counsel, since your employer

may be able to access such communications,

and such emails may not be privileged and

confidential.

NEW MEMBERSHIP

BENEFITS COMING SOON

The Membership Benefits

Committee has been tasked with

developing and establishing mem-

bership benefits which will include

discounts from various vendors, sup-

pliers and institutions (collectively

“Vendors”), for Bar Association

members.  We are currently focusing

our efforts on professional services

such as court reporting, IT services,

printing, web design/hosting, docu-

ment storage, accounting, private

investigation, and office supplies, as

well as personal services such as

restaurant, spa, and gym member-

ship discounts.  The Committee,

which consists of Annmarie Wall,

Michael Bramnick, Laura Gagliuso,

and David Lease, have been busy

contacting various Vendors in the

area in order to determine if they are

interested in participating in the pro-

gram.

There is no cost to the

Vendors, other than offering the

particular benefit or discount to the

bar members.  The discount can

take any form and, in exchange,

the Vendors will be listed on the

Bar Association’s website.  In

order for members to obtain the

benefit, they would need to enter

the “Members Only” page, which

is password protected, and click on

the particular service and Vendor to

obtain the discount.  The member

would then have to print out the

discount in order to receive the

benefit or discount from the

Vendors.  The Committee hopes to

go live with the Membership

Benefits section of the Bar

Association’s website in the near

future.  

Additionally, to the extent that

any members of the Bar Association

know of any potential vendors which

may be interested in participating in

the Membership Benefits program,

please have that vendor contact any

member of the Committee.

David Lease, Co-Chair
Michael Bramnick, Co-Chair
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I’m not a big tweeter. If you even
know what that means, then I give you
points. For those who don’t, I refer, of
course, to the social networking service
launched by a few forward-thinking tech
heads in 2006. The point of Twitter is to
share 140 word status updates with
friends, followers and oh yeah, the rest of
the micro-blogging world. These
“tweets” range from actual status updates
(“Good morning...time for coffee”) to
opinions and thoughts (“The current
Occupy Wall Street movement is the best
illustration to date of what President
Barack Obama's America looks like”) to
breaking news (“The late Steve Jobs was
right... Flash is dead!”).

Millions of users around the globe
voice their statements (in 140 words or
less) at all hours of the day. Twitter can
best be compared to a constant stream of
global consciousness. One minute it’s
focused on Steve Jobs, the next on Kim
Kardashian. 

But that does not answer the question
of why the world is so captivated by 140
words or less. Or why you should be.

I have 526 followers on Twitter —
that means that 526 online personalities
subscribe to my status updates, which are
then shown on their Twitter stream (a
constant thread of recent tweets from all
the personalities you follow on Twitter.
To be honest, I do not know half of these
people. Scratch that, I do not know a vast
majority of my followers — in person,
anyway. I know them by their Twitter
handles, or the news articles and case
briefs they link to in their tweets.

Yes, attorneys are on Twitter. And
there are quite a few. Though the legal
field may not be the most suitable indus-
try for Twitter — I would argue that jour-
nalists are the only tweeters that really
use Twitter to the fullest — there is cer-
tainly a following. For the most part, I’ve
found attorneys follow other attorneys.
They tweet about interesting news or

findings, include funny anecdotes from
work or share resources. Actually, for the
tech-savvy lawyer, Twitter can be quite a
tool. It’s an easy way to reach out to other
like-minded individuals around the coun-
try and share tips or things you find inter-
esting in your daily business.

Twitter is also a great way to market
yourself, especially if you have profiles
set up on other social networking sites,
such as LinkedIn or Facebook. With each
tweet, you add to and shape your digital
persona. This is how people see you in
the tech world. You can also self-promote
and link to articles you’ve written or
things your firm has published. You can
also cross-link your various social net-
working profiles in order to promote
yourself across a larger spectrum. 

But, I digress. Twitter is not for
everyone. It can be chaotic, and over-
whelming — that is why it is important to
be cautious in picking who you follow,
and in regulating who follows you. If you
prefer to tweet only to a small group of
people who you approve there is also a
feature in which you can protect your
tweets from public view. That may be the
better option, especially for the casual,
fun tweeter who does not want every
whimsical status update broadcast to the
world.

If you haven’t had a chance to check
out Twitter yet, I suggest you give it a try.
In this fast-paced, tech-heavy world, the
constant flow of up-to-date information
and news is the standard. And those with
their fingers in the mix are set to benefit
the most. After all, Twitter is an interna-
tional phenomenon — one that does not
appear to be going away anytime soon.

TECH TALK ... by Pat Hoover
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Pushkin &
Pushkin, Inc.

Actuaries & Consultants since 1979

• Pension Divorce Valuations • Actuarial Valuations
• 401 (k) Marital Tracings • Expert Testimony

• Wrongful Death & Personal Injury Analyses
• Loss of Earnings Studies

www.pushkinandpushkin.com
Member of the National Association of Forensic Economics

Pushkin & Pushkin, Inc.
30 E Padonia Rd., Suite 406 • Timonium, MD 21093
Baltimore: 410.561.1945 • Washington: 301.951.9430

JENNIFER FAIRFAX

Fellow of the
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

Adoption Attorneys

Adoption Law • Reproduction Law • Surrogacy • Donor Agreements

Domestic, Second Parent and Relative Adoptions

827 Woodside Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.221.9651
fax: 240.491.9551
jfairfax@jenniferfairfax.com
www.jenniferfairfax.com

Member of RESOLVE Mid-Atlantic Region • Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia

Fellow of the
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

Assisted Reproductive Technology Attorneys
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NEW PRACTITIONER SECTION

NEW PRACTITIONER
SECTION MEETING DATES

January 24, 2012* April 24, 2012
February 28, 2012 May 22, 2012
March 27, 2012
*Service Project at MANNA

All meetings will be held on the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the
CLE Classroom of the Bar Association
building, 27 West Jefferson St.,
Rockville, MD, unless otherwise noted.

So far, we have had a great turnout at
our events and programs held this fall, and
there is plenty more to come through the
year.  As always, we invite YOU to join us!    

Thanks to all who turned out for our
“Friendraiser” Happy Hour in November.  A
good time was had by all and the
Community Outreach Committee collected
many donations from attendees which will
benefit the clients of the Montgomery
County Family Justice Center.   For all those
interested in making a donation to the Family
Justice Center, please contact Heather Collier
(hcollier@draggalaw.com) or Rhian
McGrath (rmcgrath@lerchearly.com), Co-
Chairs of the Community Outreach
Committee, to learn how to contribute.  

On Tuesday, January 24th from 6:00

p.m. to 8:00 p.m., the New Practitioner’s

Section and the Community Outreach

Committee will participate in a communi-

ty service project at MANNA in
Rockville, Maryland.  We will be packing
food boxes to be distributed at MANNA’s
local food centers during the month of

January.   All sections members interested
in participating in this service project
should RSVP to Chris Roberts by email at:
croberts@draggalaw.com.  This has proved
to be a popular service project in past years
and there are a limited number of volunteer
spots available, so be sure to RSVP soon to
ensure you will be able to participate!   

CHAMBER CHAT

In light of the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season, including a number of Bar
activities and holiday parties, there will not
be a Chamber Chat in the month of
December.  Have no fear, however,
Chambers Chats will resume in January, so
please stay tuned for information regarding
our January Chamber Chat in the upcom-
ing January Newsletter.  Those who have
attended our past Chamber Chats will tell
you that they are both entertaining and edu-
cational, and offer our members a great
opportunity to get to know a member of our
Circuit Court bench in an informal setting.
All bar members are encouraged to attend.
If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact Aindrea Conroy, Chamber Chat
Committee Chair, at (301) 762-1696 or
amc@eqkmrh.com.

MENTOR/MENTEE

COMMITTEE

First, thank you to all of our Mentors
and Mentees who attended the Happy
Hour at La Tasca on October 20th.  It was

a fun evening, and we encourage our
Mentors and Mentees to continue attend-
ing Bar Association events together.
Don't fret if you could not make it to this
Happy Hour; we will be hosting another
one in the Spring.

Meanwhile, it is almost time for
November Bar Exam results and that
means a whole class of new admittees will
soon be looking for mentors.  We encour-
age and invite experienced attorneys who
have practiced seven years or more to sign
up to be a Mentor.  The time commitment
is minimal (fall and spring social events
and accompanying your Mentee to at least
one Bar event), and your impact on your
Mentee can last a lifetime.  

We invite all attorneys in practice
for seven years or less to take part in
the BAMC Mentor-Mentee Program as
a Mentee.  Experienced attorneys of
the Montgomery County Bar gener-
ously donate their time, energy, and
wisdom to make this program work.
Mentees learn about the general prac-
tice of law and gain other useful prac-
tical advice from their mentors.
Mentors are paired with mentees for a
term of 12 months.  

For more information about the BAMC
Mentor-Mentee program, or if you would like
to participate in the program either as a men-
tor or mentee, please contact Jeremy Rachlin
at jrachlin@pasternakfidis.com or Samantha
Kravitz at skravitz@delaneymckinney.com.

Chris Roberts, Co-Chair
Casey Weinberg, Co-Chair

JUVENILE LAW SECTION ... LET’S RESTART THE DISCUSSION!

Last year, we had a lot of attendance at the Juvenile Law section meetings.  We were talking about ways to improve the flow of Juvenile
Court, and we were all excited when DCM got involved.  DCM came and went, and certainly the system fixed some issues, but there are
additional issues that can only be resolved through discussions and creativity of the people who practice Juvenile Law.  

For example, Pre Trial days were originally meant to be a time that cases could be resolved through a plea, dismissal, or other
arrangement between the State and Defense Counsel.  Now, most people that practice frequently in Juvenile do not take advan-
tage of PT day – with good reason.  

Nobody wants to wait an hour or two to put a plea on the record.  Nobody wants to plea a kid to something when they haven’t
received any discovery yet, or even met the kid. Nobody wants to wait behind three other families for a DJS interview.  No States’
Attorney wants to dismiss a case before they have reliable information to warrant a dismissal.  Everybody wants to get out of the
PT madhouse and retreat to a nice warm cup of coffee.  

The meeting dates are posted, emails are sent out, and we have listed the meeting dates on the Bar website.  We even buy
pizza.  I’m not sure why – but nobody comes.  It’s fine, because I just eat the leftover pizza for a couple of days, but the conver-
sation would be a little more interesting if I wasn’t talking to Donny Knepper the whole time. He is nice and everything – and
certainly one of the more interesting people around here – but I can talk to him at the office without buying pizza.

So, if you practice Juvenile Law, or if you are interested in practicing Juvenile Law, or if you once knew somebody who’s
cousin used to want to practice Juvenile Law, please come to the meeting.   You’ll be glad you did!

Dan Gaskill, Esq., M.S.W., Chair, Juvenile Law Section
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE
RESOLUTION SECTION

December 14, 2011 April 11, 2012
January 11, 2012 May 9, 2012
February 8, 2012 June 13, 2012
March 14, 2012

All meetings will be held on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 8:00 a.m. at
the First Watch restaurant, located at 100
Gibbs Street, Unit D, Rockville,
Maryland 20850 (right in Rockville Town
Square).

Erik Johnson, Co-Chair
Judy Mustille, Co-Chair

BUSINESS LAW SECTION

The BAMC Business Law Section
extends its greatest thanks and apprecia-
tion to the Hon. Robert J. Garigiola, State
Senator for Maryland, for giving us a
2012 Legislative Session preview in
November.  We also wish to thank all of
our presenters, hosts, and of course our
sponsors, Klausner Bendler + Associates,
and National Registered Agents Inc.

(NRAI), for some great education, net-
working and fun in 2011.  

The BAMC Business Law Section
will not have a December meeting, but we
will begin 2012 with our program
“Considerations in Corporate Opinion
Practice” on Wednesday, January 18,

2012 at 6:00PM at Selzer Gurvitch Rabin
& Obecny, Chtd. in Bethesda.  This pro-
gram will address opinion letter practice in
transactions, including the issuance of
opinions pursuant to Delaware General
Corporate Law by Maryland attorneys.  As
always – thanks to our sponsors – a light
dinner will be provided.

The following is a schedule of meet-
ing dates for the BAMC Business Law
Section for the winter and spring 2012
(including the topics, loosely stated): 
No December meeting 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 – “Con -

sidera tions in Corporate Opinion
Practice” @ Selzer Gurvitch Rabin &
Obecny, Chtd.

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 – “A

Survey IP Course for Every Business
Practitioner” (location TBD)

Wednesday, March 21, 2012 – “SBA
Lending” @ Lerch, Early & Brewer
Chtd.

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 – Maryland
“LLC Act Amendments”  @ Linowes
and Blocher, LLP

May 18, 2012 CLE (Law Day) –
“Lovers & Fighters – transactional
attorneys vs. litigators – a panel discus-
sion” @ Bethesda North Marriott Hotel
& Conference Center.

All monthly section meetings will be
held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month
from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at a location to
be determined, unless otherwise noted.
Continuing Legal Education Seminars
will be held on dates and times that may
not be 6:00 p.m.  

If you have any questions or sugges-
tions regarding the Section, please do not
hesitate to contact either of us at any time.

Marc Bergoffen, Co-Chair
Bob Gottschalk, Co-Chair

A comprehensive approach to DWI/DUI

þ Assessment and evaluation þ Relapse prevention þ Approved and Certified

þ Education (six weeks) þ Expert Testimony by the State of Maryland

þ Counseling (26 weeks) þ Forensic drug screening

JERRI BENNER-GUNNISON, DIRECTOR
15719 Crabbs Branch Way - Rockville, MD  20855

301-670-6161 - (fax) - (301) 670-6163
www.metrocounselingservices.com

METRO COUNSELING
SERVICES, INC.



CIRCUIT COURT BENCH

BAR COMMITTEE

MEETING DATES

December 7, 2011 April 4, 2012
January 4, 2012 May 2, 2012
February 1, 2012 June 6, 2012
March 7, 2012

All meetings are open and any mem-
bers of the BAMC are welcome to attend
the meetings.  All meetings will be held
on the 1st Wednesday of the month at
8:00 a.m. in the Administrative Judge’s
Conference Room on the 3rd floor of the
Circuit Court building in Rockville.

The Clerk of the Court, Loretta
Knight, brings the following matters to
your attention: 

PUBLIC COMPUTERS: The Clerk's
office has computers available in Room
218 of the Judicial Center for the public
to use to access Case Search, Land
Records and Register of Wills. If some-
one needs assistance with the computers
or help with their search, a member of the
clerk's staff is there to assist them.

MARYLAND'S UNCLAIMED
PROPERTY: In order to retrieve previ-
ously held registry funds from Maryland's
Unclaimed Property, the parties to the
case should file a motion requesting the
clerk to retrieve the funds from
Unclaimed Property. The motion should
also request that upon receipt of the funds
back into the court registry they be dis-
bursed to the parties and is entitled to the
funds. The order should include the fol-
lowing language: "The principal balance
of funds deposited in the registry of the
Court, plus accrued interest and minus
administrative costs, shall be promptly
released to ________________, and
mailed to (if applicable)
__________________."

INTERPRETERS: If you requested
an interpreter for your case and it turns
out the interpreter is not needed, it is
extremely important you notify the
clerk of the court as soon as possible. If
the cancellation is done 48 business
hours in advance, we will not be
charged a 2, 4 or 8 hour cancellation fee

depending on the amount of time the
court event was scheduled for.  We must
all work together to help reduce this
waste of funds.

The Clerk reminds everyone if you
have any concerns or suggestions, please
let her know.  Phone: 240-777-9464;
email: lknight@mcccourt.com.

If you have any concerns to bring to
the Committee’s attention, please feel
free to contact any Committee member
or David C. Merkin at (301) 309-2525
or david@merkinlawgroup.com; or
Michael A. Taylor at (301) 251-2772,
mtaylorlaw@aol.com.

David Merkin, Co-Chair
Michael Taylor, Co-Chair

COLLABORATIVE LAW
SECTION 

2011-2012 Section Meetings

December 1, 2011 March 1, 2012
January 5, 2012 April 5, 2012
February 2, 2012 May 3, 2012

All meetings will be held at 5:30

COMMITTEES & SECTIONS

December, 2011 The Bar Association of Montgomery County, MD Newsletter 15

(Continued on following page)

Security Clearance
Lawyers

McAdoo Gordon & 
Associates, P.C.

202‐293‐0534
www.mcadoolaw.com



p.m. in the CLE Classroom of the Bar
Association building, unless otherwise
noted.

Please join us on December 1st for

our regular Section meeting. All meet-
ings will be held on the first Thursday of
each month at 5:30 at the Bar Building.  

A HUGE thank you to Roger Hayden
of Pasternak & Fidis, Chair of the Civil
Collaborative Practice Committee of our
Section, for stewarding a great panel for
our Fall CLE “Civil and Commercial

Applications in Collaborative Practice!”

We had practitioners from all aspects of
civil litigation and several financial profes-
sionals in attendance.  Everyone's interest
in how Collaborative Practice applies in
areas other than family law was peaked.
Like divorce, disputes affecting business-

es, partnerships, employment issues,

medical malpractice, construction, real

estate, and probate and estate matters

are often financially and emotionally dis-
ruptive for everyone involved.
Collaborative Law benefits resolution in
these areas as well by focusing on prob-
lem-solving among the parties and their
attorneys, rather than on adversarial
approaches that typically result in costly
protracted litigation.  Collaborative Law
encourages the use of jointly-retained
experts and consultants in a confidential
setting.  Thank you also to our other panel
presenters: President-Elect Dan Kennedy,
Ron Bergman, Stephanie Fink, Steve
Weisbaum, and Joe Estabrook.  For more
information on the Civil Collaborative
Practice Committee, please contact Roger
Hayden at rah2@pasternakfidis.com.   

December’s Program:  A funny thing

happened on the way to the IACP Forum

in San Francisco and you missed it? No
worries!  For our December meeting, we
will fill you in on what you missed! We will
have some of the actual presenters from the
Forum and others who attended.  For new-
comers, the IACP is the International
Academy of Collaborative Professionals
and each year, collaborative professionals
from all over the world meet for networking,
education and a whole lot of fun!  This year,
the annual IACP Forum was held in San
Francisco and featured a wide variety of
international presenters on hot topics in
Collaborative Law. We will have summary
presentations on impasse, building and

maintaining a remarkable collaborative
practice, the power of apology, delving into
and navigating conflict, and more!  Please
RSVP to dshoop@darcyshoop.com or
suzyeckstein@aol.com as space may be
limited. 

January's Program: TBD
In true collaborative tradition we will

have food and drink at each meeting!

Special thanks to Jeanne Koerber and
Keller Williams Realty, and Pasternak
and Fidis for the wonderful refreshments
at our November meeting!

You need not be collaboratively
trained to join or attend our meetings.

See you on December 1st!
Suzy Eckstein, Co-Chair
Darcy Shoop, Co-Chair

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION
SECTION

The January breakfast meeting of the
Commercial Litigation Section will take
place on Thursday, January 19 from

8:00-9:00 a.m., at the offices of Lerch,
Early & Brewer, 3 Bethesda Metro Center,

Suite 460, Bethesda.  Please RSVP to
Becky Madison at (301) 657-0726, or
ramadison@lerchearly.com.  More infor-
mation as to speaker and topic will be pub-
lished and circulated in the near future.

Brad McCullough, Co-Chair
Jeff Schwaber, Co-Chair

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

COMMITTEE

Thank you to everyone who donated
toys and gift cards to the clients at the
Family Justice Center.  The donations
will hopefully be a much needed relief to
those families who receive the toys and
gift cards during the holiday season.  The
Committee wishes a happy, safe, and
healthy holiday season to everyone.

As a fresh start to the New Year,
please join the Community Outreach
Committee and the New Practitioner
Section from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on

January 24, 2012 to assist in packaging
food for the hungry through MANNA.

Manna Food Center is a nonprofit organ-
ization in Montgomery County that

COMMITTEES & SECTIONS
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strives to eradicate hunger throughout
the county.  If you plan to join, please
contact Casey Florence at
cflorance@steinsperling.com.

We are excited to announce a new
program for this spring.  Specifically, the
Community Outreach Committee, in col-
laboration with the New Practitioner
Section, intends to coordinate a signifi-
cant volunteer effort for the Montgomery
County Spring Special Olympics.  It is
our hope that the Bar Association’s par-
ticipation with this organization will be a
long lasting relationship, benefitting both
the volunteers and participants for years
to come.  Please be on the look-out
for information regarding the details of
this event in the January newsletter where
we will outline orientation dates and spe-
cific volunteer opportunities.  If you
already know you are interested in learn-
ing more about volunteering for this
effort, please contact Heather Collier,
hcollier@draggalaw.com, or Rhian
McGrath, rmcgrath@lerchearly.com.    

The Community Outreach
Committee continues to volunteer the

second Friday of every month at
Shepherd’s Table.  Shepherd’s Table pro-
vides basic services to those in need and
specifically provides a dinner meal from
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., seven nights a
week.  Please contact Dan Shaivitz at
ds@eqkmrh.com if you are interested in
volunteering.

If you have any thoughts or
comments for the Committee, please
contact Heather Collier at
hcollier@draggalaw.com or Rhian
McGrath at rmcgrath@lerchearly.com.

Heather Collier, Co-Chair
Rhian McGrath, Co-Chair

CRIMINAL LAW SECTION

We are pleased to announce that for
our December Meeting, the Criminal
Law Section along with the Immigration
Section will be having a Joint Mixer.  We
have reserved the lounge area at the La
Tasca Restaurant on December 13, 2011

from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30p.m.

Additionally, this mixer will also benefit
the Montgomery County Bar

Associations’ Pro Bono Program.  La
Tasca will donate a percentage of the rev-
enues to the Montgomery County Bar
Association, Pro Bono Program.  La
Tasca has agreed to extend the donations
not just for our mixer but for the entire
day.  For the revenues during the day, Bar
Members must mention the Pro Bono
Fundraiser for a portion of that bill to be
added towards the revenues.  Please come
out and meet the Immigration Law
Section Members and help benefit our
Bar Association’s Pro Bono Program. We
look forward to seeing you December 13,
2011 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at La
Tasca.

Carlotta Woodward, Co-Chair
Jessica Zarrella, Co-Chair

DISTRICT COURT BENCH

BAR COMMITTEE

December 1, 2011 March 1, 2012
January 5, 2012 April 5, 2012
February 2, 2012 May 3, 2012

All meetings will be held at 8:00 a.m.
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Thank You To Our
Capital Campaign Contributors

Diamond $60,000
Lerch, Early & Brewer, Chtd.

Shulman, Rogers, Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, P.A.
Stein Sperling Bennett DeJong Driscoll P.C.

Platinum $40,000
Paley Rothman

Gold $25,000
Linowes and Blocher, LLP
Miles and Stockbridge, P.C.

Miller, Miller & Canby, Chtd.
Pasternak & Fidis, P.C.

Silver $10,000
Armstrong, Donohue, Ceppos, Vaughan & Rhoades, Chtd.
Ethridge, Quinn, Kemp, McAuliffe, Rowan & Hartinger

McMillan Metro, P.C.
Camilla O. McRory, Attorney at Law

Offit Kurman
David A. Pordy, Esq.

Law Office of Donna E. Van Scoy

Bronze $5,000
Andalman & Flynn, P.C.

Axelson, Williamowsky, Bender & Fishman
Jo Benson Fogel, P.A.

Law Office of John S. Weaver
Lynott, Lynott & Parsons, P.A.

Montgomery County Chapter of the Women’s Bar Association
Murphy & Mood, P.C.

Nancy A. Sachitano, Esq.

Supporters
Mimi L. Magyar, Esq. $1,000
David P. Modell, Esq. $500
Ronald Ogens, Esq. $500

For more information on how to become a contributor,please visit the
Inside the Bar ... Building Renovation section of our website.



Name: ___________________________ Firm: ______________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________

Telephone: _________________ Email: _____________________________________

Number of Guest(s)____   Name(s) of Guest(s)________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Form of Payment:  Check  ____  Credit Card: ______

VISA/MC# _______________________  Exp Date  ______

Please make checks payable to Montgomery County Bar Association and mail to:
BAMC Social Committee, c/o Dragga, Hannon, Hessler & Wills, LLP 

110 N. Washington Street, Suite 300, Rockville, MD 20850

Attention: Heather Collier

If paying by credit card, please fax this form to Heather Collier at (301) 340-0725
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ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY 
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in the District Court building, 191 East
Jefferson St., Rockville, MD, unless oth-
erwise noted.

Hot Box

The court has for many years main-
tained a “hot box” for civil priority matters
that are of an urgent nature requiring imme-
diate court action. The Court advises attor-
neys that this should not be used for late dis-
covery matters, or for discovery sanctions.
These should be disposed of in advance of
the eve of a trial or other court hearing. A
need for a last minute continuance, involv-
ing a sudden emergency or other unantici-
pated event, is appropriate for the hot box.
The moving party should advise of the posi-
tion of the other side in the pleading. The
Court will arrange to have a Judge available
for review of these matters, so that they will
receive prompt attention.
Advising Court of an Attorneys’ Last

Minute Status for a Trial or Hearing

The Court has provided contact
information for attorneys to use if they
are encountering an unanticipated delay
in appearing in Court on time. If an attor-
ney encounters an unavoidable delay,  is
in route to Court but may not be able to
make it on time, the attorney can call
chambers to advise of his status. The
chambers number for Silver Spring to
advise the Court of the attorneys’ status is
(301) 563-5520. The chambers number
for Rockville to advise the Court of the
attorneys’ status is (301) 563-8867.

After Hours Drop Box

The drop box for filing pleadings
when the Court is not open for regular
business hours is found in the commis-
sioner’s office. Pleadings that are filed
after hours will be stamped when they are
filed.

Parole and Probation

All intake for criminal and traffic
matters for the Department of Parole and
Probation is now taking place in the new
Rockville Court building. 

Attorney’s Appearances

The Court has a problem concerning
attorneys who file a line or pleading with-
drawing their appearance from a pending
matter. The Court reminds attorneys that
they must follow the Rules of Procedure in
withdrawing their appearance, including
sending notice to the client, filing a motion,
and/or entry of an appearance of another

attorney, and obtaining a court order if nec-
essary. The Court advises attorneys not to
file such motions at the last minute. 

If a privately retained attorney is enter-
ing an appearance in a criminal matter
where the Public Defender has been repre-
senting the client, the attorney should noti-
fy the Public Defenders’ Office, so that the
Public Defender is aware that the client has
retained private counsel. 

States Attorney Discovery

The discovery fee for the state’s
attorney will be changing to a uniform fee
which will be published. 

Miscellaneous Civil Matters

Rocket Docket

It is necessary to have stricter adher-
ence to the rules in order to avoid unnec-
essary delays. Continuances beyond the
initial court date will also be limited.

Form Order

The form order denying Judgment is
being modified. The reference to the vio-
lation of the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act is being eliminated. 

Attorney’s Fees

The Court has been requiring an affi-
davit from plaintiff’s counsel to support a
request for an award of attorney’s fees,
and not awarding attorneys fees without
one. The judges have been discussing the
type of detail they would like to see in the
affidavit and the reasonableness of the
fee. The Court would like to see more
detail concerning the services performed,
instead of a summary statement. 

Other Issues

The committee is becoming more
active in providing feedback to the Court
concerning issues of concern to the Bar.
Please advise of any concerns that you
feel should be addressed by the Court.

Richard D. London, Chair

EDUCATION LAW SECTION

2011-2012 Section Meetings

December 9, 2011 March 9, 2012
January 13, 2012 April 13, 2012
February 10, 2012 May 11, 2012

COMMITTEES & SECTIONS

20 The Bar Association of Montgomery County, MD Newsletter December, 2011

(Continued from page 17)

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL LAW
FIRM FOR YOUR VIRGINIA

CRIMINAL & TRAFFIC CASES?

Jonathan R. Oates is an attorney with Jezic, Krum & Moyse, LLC,
based in Montgomery County.

Mr. Oates regularly practices criminal law in all
Northern Virginia counties, including Fairfax, Arlington,

Alexandria, Prince William, and Loudoun

Call Jon with your Virginia referral/questions:

in Virginia at (703) 763-7708 

or in Maryland at (240) 292-7200



All meetings will be held at
12:15p.m. in the Conference Room of the
Bar Association building, 27 West
Jefferson St., Rockville, MD, unless oth-
erwise noted.
December 9, 2011 “Brown Bag” 

The Ed Law Section’s next Brown
Bag meeting of the year is scheduled for
12:15 p.m. on Friday, December 9, 2011.

All meetings are held in the conference
room at the Montgomery County Bar
headquarters. For the December 9, 2011
meeting, we will be discussing the new
charter school in Montgomery County.
Please join us for an interesting and lively
discussion on the impact that the new char-
ter school will have on MCPS and educa-
tion law. Light refreshments will be pro-
vided. If you are unable to make the
December Brown Bag Meeting, our first
meeting of the New Year will be held on
Friday, January 13, 2012 at 12:15 p.m. 

Spring CLE 

The Ed Law Section is in the process
of planning a CLE that will be held in
February. The topic for the CLE is TBA.
We anticipate a CLE that will benefit
practitioners in the areas of civil, crimi-
nal, juvenile as well as family law. 

If you have not done so already,
please join the education law forum. You
can access our forum through the
Montgomery County Bar Website.

Pat Hoover, Co-Chair
Lynndolyn Mitchell, Co-Chair

Karen Smith, Co-Chair

ELDER LAW SECTION

2011-2012 Section Meetings

December 14, 2011 March 14, 2012

January 11, 2012 April 11, 2012
February 8, 2012 May 5, 2012

All meetings will be held at 8:00 a.m.
in the Conference Room of the Bar
Association building, 27 West Jefferson
St., Rockville, MD, unless otherwise
noted.

On December 14, the speaker will be
Deborah Carter, Supervisor of the

Medical Assistance Long Term Care

Unit for Montgomery County.

Morris Klein, Chair

EMPLOYMENT LAW
SECTION

Upcoming Meetings

February 7, 2012 at 11:00 a.m.      
April 3, 2012 at 11:00 a.m.               

All meetings will be held in the
Conference Room of the Bar Association
building, 27 West Jefferson St.,
Rockville, MD.

Thanks to MARYLAND SENATOR
JAIMIE RASKIN for his legislation
update.  We enjoyed his insights and
response to our concerns.  

Coming Soon – We are planning a
happy hour with the immigration section
possibly in mid-January.

A joint CLE with the Taxation Law
Section will be held on January 31, 2012

at 5:00 p.m.  Danny Katz will be speaking
on compensation and tax issues.  

A luncheon with the EEOC, the
Maryland Commission of Human
Relations, and the Montgomery County
Office of Human Rights is being planned
for April 2012.

Laurel Anchors, Co-Chair
Gwenn D’Souza, Co-Chair

ESTATE & TRUST LAW
SECTION

2011-2012 Section Meetings

January 23, 2012 March 19, 2012
February 13, 2012 April 16, 2012

All meetings will be held at 11:45
a.m. at the offices of Shulman, Rogers,
Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, P.A., located at
12505 Park Potomac Ave., 6th Floor,
Potomac, MD.

Jay Eisenberg, Chair

FAMILY LAW SECTION

January 18, 2012 March 21, 2012
February 15, 2012 May 16, 2012

All Section meetings will be held in
the CLE Classroom of the Bar Building at
5:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the
month.

First and foremost, we express our
sincere gratitude to the Honorable
Eugene Wolfe and the Honorable Patricia
L. Mitchell for taking us on a wonderful
tour of the new District Courthouse.  We
owe Judge Wolfe a double thank you for
opening up the District Courthouse for
our November Section Meeting, and we
thank Stephen Cullen for teaching us the
growing application of the UCCJEA.  We
also thank Mr. Cullen, Hadrian Hatfield
and Melissa Kucinski for their informa-
tive and useful CLE on International
Relocation and Abduction.  

Looking toward the holidays, please
Save the Date for our Annual Family

Law Section Holiday Party on

Thursday, December 8, 2011, from 5:30

– 7:30 p.m. Our party is once again
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SUPERVISED VISITATION SERVICE | MONITORED EXCHANGE SERVICE

Maeve L. McGrath, Esq.
William A. Malott, Jr. Retired Law Enforcement

We provide safe, conflict free and customized services to meet  
the unique and diverse needs of each child and family we serve

(301) 968-5319

info@supervisedvisitation.biz  •  www.supervisedvisitation.biz

Serving Montgomery, Frederick, Carroll, Howard, Prince Georges and Washington County

PERSONAL PROPERTY RETRIEVAL SERVICE | PRIVATE PROCESS SERVICE



being hosted by the law firm of Delaney

McKinney, LLP, 5425 Wisconsin
Avenue, Suite 401, Chevy Chase, MD
20815.  RSVP to Linda Lane by December
2, 2011, llane@delaneymckinney.com or
(301) 913-5236.  The cost for Court and
Bar Association staff is $20; Attorneys and
Guests are $45 if received by December 2,
2011; $50 if received after December 2,
2011 or at the door.  Checks should be
made payable to Delaney McKinney, LLP.

Update your calendar with the 2011-
2012 Section Meetings.   Unless other-
wise noted, all Section meetings will be
held in the CLE Classroom of the Bar
Building at 5:30 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of the month:

January 18, 2012
February 15, 2012
March 21, 2012

Please Save the Date for our Annual
Family Law Update CLE on April 25,

2012 and Law Day on May 18, 2012.

Don’t forget to participate in this
year’s Family Law Section Pro Bono

Initiative. We are asking every member
of the Family Law Section to volunteer
for a minimum of two (2) hours between
now and Law Day 2012 at the Family
Law Self Help Center or at a
Montgomery County Bar Foundation Pro
Bono Program clinic.  Our goal is to pro-

vide at least 200 hours of pro bono

services over the next year to these

deserving programs.

Pro Bono Volunteer Option 1: 

Family Law Self Help Center

Attorneys may volunteer at the
Family Law Self Help Center to provide
legal advice to pro se litigants.  The Self

Help Center is located in Room 224 on
the 2nd floor of the Montgomery County
Circuit Court and is open from 8:30 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m.  No advance planning is
necessary; volunteers may come at any
time.  

Pro Bono Volunteer Option 2:

Pro Bono Clinics

For those of you who find it difficult
to miss work during the day, there is an
evening option.  You can volunteer at any
of the below clinics run by the

Montgomery County Bar Foundation

Pro Bono Program. To volunteer at a
clinic, you must sign up in advance with
Clarice at 301-762-5831 or
Clarice@mcbfprobono.org.  
•  TESS Community Service Center,

8513 Piney Branch Road, Silver
Spring, MD 20901
1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month
Volunteers should arrive between

6:00-6:30 p.m.
•  East County Regional Services

Center, 3300 Briggs Chaney Road,
Silver Spring, MD 20904
1st & 2nd Thursday of each month
Volunteers should arrive between

5:30-6:00 p.m.
•  Charles W. Gilchrist Center for Cultural

Diversity, 11701 Georgia Avenue, 1st
Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902
2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month
Volunteers should arrive between

5:30-6:00 p.m.
•  Charles W. Gilchrist Center for

Cultural Diversity, 12900 Middle -
brook Rd., Germantown, MD 20874
2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month
Volunteers should arrive between

6:00-6:30 p.m.

Our goal of 200 hours volunteered
between the Family Law Self Help
Center and the Pro Bono Program clinics
is attainable with your support, and of
course, some friendly competition.
Awards will be given at Law Day to the
individual and to the firm who volunteer
the most hours.  In order to keep track of
the hours, please make sure to sign the

Family Law Section Pro Bono

Initiative Log upon your arrival and

departure. If you forget to sign in,
please contact Jillian Morris at
jmorris@clarkandglass.com.

As of October 31, 2011 we have 96
hours towards our pro bono initiative.
We greatly appreciate the following
volunteers who donated their time:
Judith Bluefield, Kate Bunker, Melody
Burch, Joe Gaffigan, Sandra Guzman,
Harvey Jacobs, Alisha Jacobsen,
Virginia Joehl, Maura Lynch, Jody
Malmstrom, Kate McDonough,
Melanie Murray Mfume, Elizabeth
Pugliese, and Florian Tabaku.  We also
want to thank Clarice Ewing, Jillian
Morris and Nicholas Scull who are
helping organize the initiative.

Check your email for Family Law
Section updates and reminders regarding
the Fall 2011 Program and CLE schedule,
and don’t forget to register for the new

Bar Association E-mail Forum at

http://www.montbar.org/forum.cfm.

To have forum posts delivered directly to
your email, login to the Forum, click on
Preferences, and select “All” next to the
Forum topics.

Julie Christopher, Co-Chair
Erin Kopelman, Co-Chair

Samantha Kravitz, Co-Chair
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Fully furnished service-based offices 
 

Part-time and full-time customized packages      
 

Flexible terms . . . unbeatable value 
 

Expand your space as your business grows 
 

Conference rooms, Internet, professional     
reception services, kitchen and more! 

 
Don’t miss our FREE RENT promotion 

ROCKVILLE 
Julie Weber 

301-881-7266 
jweber@sourceoffice.com 

BETHESDA 
Taylor Adkins 
301-941-1900 

tadkins@sourceoffice.com 



IMMIGRATION LAW
SECTION

MEETING DATES

December 13, 2011 – Happy Hour

January 10, 2012

February 21, 2012 – Happy Hour

March, 13, 2012

Tuesday, December 13, 2011, 6-7:30PM

– Immigration & Criminal Law Section

Happy Hour – La Tasca Restaurant

Lounge Area

We are pleased to announce that the

Immigration & Criminal Law Sections

will be having a Joint Mixer at the La

Tasca Restaurant on December 13, 2011

from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30p.m.  La Tasca

Restaurant will donate a percentage of

revenues from the event and the entire

day to the Montgomery County Bar

Associations’ Pro Bono Program.

Mention the Bar Association Pro Bono

fund raiser to your La Tasca server any-

time that day and a portion of your bill

will be donated.  Please come out and

meet our friends in the criminal law sec-

tion and help benefit our Bar

Association’s Pro Bono Program. We

look forward to seeing you December 13,

2011 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at La

Tasca.

Tuesday, February 21, 2012, 6-7:30PM

– Immigration & Family Law Section

Happy Hour – La Tasca Restaurant

Lounge Area

We are pleased to announce that the

Immigration & Family Law Sections

will be having a Joint Mixer at the La

Tasca Restaurant on February 21, 2012

from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30p.m.  La Tasca

Restaurant will donate a percentage of

revenues from the event and the entire

day to the Montgomery County Bar

Associations’ Pro Bono Program.

Mention the Bar Association Pro Bono

fund raiser to your La Tasca server any-

time that day and a portion of your bill

will be donated.  Please come out and

meet our friends in the family law sec-

tion and help benefit our Bar

Association’s Pro Bono Program. We

look forward to seeing you February 21,

2012 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at La

Tasca.

Matthew Glinsmann, Chair

JUVENILE LAW SECTION
MEETING DATES

December 14, 2011 March 14, 2012

January 11, 2012 April 11, 2012

February 8, 2012 May 9, 2012

All meetings will be held on the 2nd

Wednesday of the month in Courtroom

#20 of the District Court building from

12:30p.m. to 1:30p.m.

Dan Gaskill, Chair

LAW FIRM MANAGEMENT
SECTION MEETING DATES

December 15, 2011 March 15, 2012

January 19, 2012 April 19, 2012

February 16, 2012 May 17, 2012

All meetings will be held at 8:00 a.m.

at the offices of Hostetter Strent LLC,

located at 7201 Wisconsin Ave., Suite

675, Bethesda, MD.

Amy Strent, Chair

LAWYER TO LAWYER
COMMITTEE MEETING
DATES

December 8, 2011 March 8, 2012

January 12, 2012 April 12, 2012

February 9, 2012 May 10, 2012

All meetings will be held at 5:00PM on

the 2nd Thursday of the month in the CLE

Classroom of the Bar Association building,

27 West Jefferson St., Rockville, MD,

unless otherwise noted.

Dan Gaskill, Chair

LEGAL ETHICS
COMMITTEE

2011-2012 Committee Meetings

December 7, 2011 March 7, 2012

January 4, 2012 April 4, 2012

February 1, 2012 May 2, 2012

All meetings will be held at 4:30

p.m. at the offices of Axelson,

Williamowsky, Bender & Fishman, 401

North Washington St., Suite 550,

Rockville, MD.

Jeff Axelson, Co-Chair
Sam Shapiro, Co-Chair
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PERSONAL INJURY
LITIGATION SECTION

On November 18, 2011 Bill Riggs of
Thomson Reuters provided the interest-
ing presentation–“How to Maximize your
Internet/Social-Media exposure for the
success of your practice.”  The presenta-
tion was lively and provided those in
attendance with the knowledge necessary
to keep pace in this viral world.

We would like to thank Bill for the
great presentation and for treating every-
one in attendance to lunch.

The next meeting is on January 27,

2012. At that presentation, Gore
Brothers is conducting the presentation:
“Everything you always wanted to

know about Depositions and Trial

Presentations but were afraid to ask!”

The presentation will include every-
thing from scheduling the deposition to
the latest technology with videoconfer-
encing, video streaming, trial presenta-
tions, GB Mobile App and other techno-
logical advances for use at depositions
and trial.    

The next meeting will take place on
March 23, 2011 and is being presented
by Gelman, Rosenberg & Freedman on
“The successful use of a CPA to defend

and pursue lost wage and diminished

earning capacity claims.”

Paul Chung, Co-Chair
Andre Forte, Co-Chair

REAL ESTATE LAW
SECTION

No December Meeting
January 10, 2012 March 13, 2012
February 14, 2012 April 10, 2012
May 18, 2012 – Annual Meeting Law Day

All meetings will be held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 a.m. in the
6th Floor Conference Room at the offices
of Shulman, Rogers, Gandal, Pordy &
Ecker, P.A.

Matt D. Alegi, Co-Chair
Alexis Peters, Co-Chair

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Get your dancing shoes polished
because the Bash is BACK! The

Barrister's Bash will be held at the

Hilton on Rockville Pike on Saturday,

April 28, 2012 from 7:30pm-12:00am.

Tickets are $55/pp. Buy them early
because prices will go up. Look for our
Ad in the newsletter, which includes the
reservation form.

Monica Harms, Co-Chair
Lili Khozeimeh, Co-Chair

STRATEGIC PLANNING
COMMITTEE

The Strategic Planning Committee
completed its 2010-2011 efforts by creat-
ing a Matrix of Operational Priorities for
that year; assigning responsibilities, and
monitoring activities and results.  Under

the leadership of the Bar Association
President, Trish Weaver, and Bar
Foundation President, Joe Fitzpatrick, most
of the strategic goals were realized, or pro-
gressing towards a positive realization.
The Committee completed its 2010-2011
activities by preparing a Matrix of
Operational Priorities for 2011-2012.
Under the leadership of our new
Association President, Jack Quinn, and
Trish as Foundation President, we will con-
tinue our efforts by updating our new prior-
ities and monitoring the continuing pursuit
of our strategic goals on a regular basis.

2011-2012 Section Meetings

January 18, 2012 May 16, 2012
March 21, 2012

All meetings will be on the 3rd
Wednesday of alternating months at 5:30
p.m. at the offices of Shulman, Rogers,
Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, P.A., 12505 Park
Potomac Ave., 6th Floor, Potomac, MD.

David Pordy, Chair

TAXATION LAW SECTION

Dear Compatriots,
Happy Holidays!  Here are some of

the interesting things happening in our
country affecting us, our clients and our
practice.  Please remember to join us at
our next monthly meeting on
Wednesday, December 7th where we
can discuss these topics as well as our
agenda item of In Business Offers in
Compromise.

COMMITTEES & SECTIONS
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Committee & Section Communication

The Committees & Sections of the BAMC will now have two means of communication:
1. E-mail: All information pertinent to the entire membership of the committee or section (ie: Meeting and CLE Notices) will be

delivered via mass e-mail to the membership. These e-mails will be generated from the Bar Offices. To receive these e-mails, you sim-
ply need to be a member of the committee or section.
2. Forums: Forums will take the place of the current list serve system. Each Forum is accessible to its own members only. The
discussions on the Forum are archived and searchable, so when you post a question or begin a discussion, it is important to make the
Discussion Thread Title descriptive. For example…June 6, 2011 meeting minutes…

To access a Forum:
1. Log into www.montbar.org (if you have not logged into the new site yet, your username is the e-mail address we have on file

for you and the default password is bamc. You will be asked to reset your password)
2. Go to the Sections and Committees Tab; there will be a drop down, Click on Committees
3. Click on Forums in the line that says: To visit the Forums of the Committee that you are currently serving on, please use this

link
4. If you would like to receive e-mail notifications of any posts on the Forum, click on the Preferences tab on the upper right side

of the maroon banner, and follow the directions given.
5. If you don’t want to receive e-mail notifications, I would encourage you to make a short cut on your desktop, or set a reminder

in your electronic calendar to check the forums at a time convenient to you.
Please feel free to e-mail me, or give me a call with any questions you may have, and thank you for your patience during the transi-
tion to the new website and system.

Julie Petersen, Executive Director 

(Continued from preceding page)



Supreme Court Justices Question

Claim False Returns Not Based on

Fraud, Deceit

Is pleading to a Section 7206 offense
tantamount to filing a return based on
fraud or deceit?  The Supreme Court will
soon decide.  Our taxpayers were convict-
ed on charges of filing false corporate
returns.  They believe such acts were not
the equivalent of committing an aggravat-
ed felony subjecting them to deportation
under immigration laws.  Said their attor-
ney Thomas J. Whalen, “What I'm saying
is that 7206 is a perjury statute and the
government does not have to prove, and
did not have to prove in this case, anything
more than the income was unreported or
the tax return was false.”  Kawashima v.
Holder, U.S., No. 10-577, 11/7/11

Will States Follow OVDI Suit?

California, being bad off economi-
cally, just closed its voluntary disclosure
initiative that was quite similar to the
IRS’ OVDI.  For them, the result was
$265 million in payments with another
$20 million in installment payments

according to Franchise Tax Board Chief
Counsel Geoff Way.  More is expected as
they are still processing applications from
the closing date of October 31st.  With the
983 participants, California met its
$275,000,000 target of ‘unanticipated
revenue’.  Given that many neighboring
and our State recently concluded amnesty
programs over the past 5 years, it will be
interesting to see what follows.

Officials Advise of Final Estate Tax

Portability Rules Being Due by Year's

End

Treasury Department says it wants to
finalize proposed rules on portability by
the end of the year given the constant
questions concerning what constitutes a
timely filed Form 706.  Notice 2011-82
says that for people passing away after
2010, to claim the unused portion of a
spouse's estate and gift tax exemption for
2011, they must file a complete and time-
ly Form 706, United States Estate (and
Generation Skipping Transfer) Tax
Return. We are again waiting on the IRS
to tell us what timely means.

IRS Set to Finish Host of Major

International Tax Guidance Projects

Proposed regulations on the Foreign
Account Tax Compliance Act (“FACTA”)
are still on track to be unveiled by Dec. 31,
according to IRS Deputy Associate Chief
Counsel (International) Ron Dabrowski.
More Guidance Possible on Codified

Economic Substance Doctrine

According to IRS Deputy Chief
Counsel (Technical) Erik Corwin, the
government does not intend to provide an
“angel list” of what would pass under the
codified doctrine.  However, “[i]f we can
do something to give people comfort that
this doctrine will be applied in a reason-
able, sensible manner, we will.”

Buying Online Tax-Free?  Perhaps

For Not Too Much Longer

No longer will a retailer have to have
a physical presence in order charge sales
tax.  Ten senators just introduced a bill that
is to generate over $20 billion in sales
taxes.  The bill is known as the
Marketplace Fairness Act (S. 1832) and is

COMMITTEES & SECTIONS
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The Bash is Back!
THE BARRISTERS’

Bash
April���������
7:30pm - 12:00 am

FOOD
DANCING

COCKTAIL ATTIRE

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS IT!

HILTON
1750 ROCKVILLE PIKE
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY 
AND ENJOY OTHER SPECIAL PERFORMANCES

Tickets $55 in advance per person, $60 after 1/15/12
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supported by Republicans and Democrats
alike.  The senators are expected to be
joined by many more and anticipate indus-
try support from Amazon and Best Buy.

Traveling Soon?  Panama Open for

Business for Sec. 274(h) purposes 

Rev Rul 2011-26, 2011-48 IRB while
still not a treaty partner, Panama is added to
the list of countries considered part of the
“North American area” for purposes of
Code Sec. 274(h)'s convention expense lim-
itations on deductions.  For those traveling
to St. Lucia, limited transitional relief was
also added for those taxpayers able to
demonstrate that a nonrefundable contractu-
al obligation existed as of Apr. 4, 2007.

Real estate transferred to FLP

from revocable trust included

in grantor's estate

In Estate of Paul H. Liljestrand, TC
Memo 2011-259, the USTC sustains an
estate tax deficiency of over $2.5 million,
holding that real estate transferred from a
revocable trust to a family limited partner-
ship was includible in the trust grantor's
gross estate under Code Sec. 2036.
Not Wanting to Leave Anyone Out, IRS

Allows the Reporting of Abusive Tax

Promotions and Preparers to the People

From the IRS’ website, Form 14242,
“Report Suspected Abusive Tax
Promotions or Preparers,” will allow tax-
payers to report tax avoidance schemes or
tax return preparers who promote such
schemes.

Thank you all for your support and
participation in our section events.

Kindly remember that our monthly meet-
ings start at 5:30 p.m. and are held in the
County Bar Office on West Jefferson
Street.  Please be sure to join us –
December 7 – In-business OICs;

Speaker: Craig Mirkes, Esq.
January 11 – After the FBAR; Speaker:

Paul Marcotte, Esq.
February 1 – IRS Installment Agreements
March 7 – Negotiating Maryland Tax

Liabilities
April 4 – Bankruptcy and Taxes

Please let me know if you would be
interested in speaking on any of our
CLEs.  We are currently looking for
speakers for the Employment/Tax Section
CLE.  If you have an interest in partici-
pating or want to speak at our monthly
meeting please contact me at
301.424.7585 or via email at
ckundra@kundrataxlaw.com.

Chaya Kundra, Chair

WORKERS COMPENSATION
LAW SECTION

2011-2012 Section Meetings

December 8, 2011 March 8, 2012
January 12, 2012 April 12, 2012
February 9, 2012 May 10, 2012

All meetings will be held at 5:00
p.m. at the offices of Meiselman, Salzer,
Inman and Kaminow, P.C., located at 611
Rockville Pike, Suite 225, Rockville,
MD.

The Workers Compensation Section
is pleased to welcome Joel Fechter, M.D.,
to speak at our December meeting. Dr.
Fechter is an orthopedic surgeon with

Mininberg and Fechter, P.A. in Silver
Spring and has extensive experience
working not only with claimants, but also
with employers and insurers. We have
asked Dr. Fechter to speak about the IME
process, as well as general orthopedic
issues in the workers compensation
arena.

The meeting will be held on
December 8, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. at the
offices of Meiselman, Salzer, Inman &
Kaminow, 611 Rockville Pike, Suite 225,
Rockville, MD 20852. Please RSVP to
Will at will.inman@msilaw.com or Jeff
at jstickle@wfortelaw.com. Refresh -
ments will be served. 

As always, we are looking for topics
of interest to the workers compensation
community. If you have a topic that you
would like to present (or would like to
have presented), please contact Will or
Jeff. We appreciate all feedback. Best
wishes for a happy New Year.

Will Inman, Co-Chair
Jeff Stickle, Co-Chair

YOUTH COURTHOUSE
PROJECT COMMITTEE

2011-2012 Committee Meetings

December 7, 2011 March 7, 2012
January 4, 2012 April 4, 2012
February 1, 2012 May 2, 2012

All meetings will be held at
12:15p.m. in the Conference Room of the
Bar Association building, 27 West
Jefferson St., Rockville, MD.

Holly Reed, Co-Chair
Patty Via, Co-Chair

COMMITTEES & SECTIONS
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YOUTH COURTHOUSE PROJECT COMMITTEE

On November 8th, students from the
Barnesville School, located in Barnesville,
Maryland, in northern Montgomery County,
toured the Montgomery County Circuit
Court.  The students are studying
Constitutional Law and Criminal Law.
Pictured with the students are, American
History Teacher Doug Hart, Deputy State's
Attorney John Maloney, State's Attorney
John McCarthy, Deputy State's Attorney
Laura Chase, Assistant State's Attorney
Steve Chaiken, and Youth Courthouse
Project Committee Co Chair Holly Reed, Esq. 



PRO BONO UPDATE... by Clarice Ewing, Program Coordinator
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Family Law Training. On behalf of
the Board of Directors of the Bar
Foundation, thank you to all the attorneys
who contributed to the success of the Rita
Rosenkrantz Family Law Training Seminar
held in early November. Fifty attorneys reg-
istered to participate in the training. Thank
you to the guest speakers including Monica
Harms, Heather Hostetter, Howard
Soypher, Scott Strickler, John Weaver and
Deborah Webb.  Thank you to Shulman,
Rogers, Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, PA law
firm for hosting this training event. Thank
you to the leaders of the mentoring groups
including Erik Arena, Bruce Avery, Lindsay
Parvis, Brian Pearlstein, Prudence Upton
and Rob Weinberg. 

We welcome all the attorneys that par-
ticipated in the family law training in
exchange for accepting a case to our pro
bono panel of attorneys. We look forward to
working with you.

If you missed the live Rita Rosenkrantz
Family Law Training Seminar, you still have
the opportunity to view the training via web-
cast. If you agree to accept a pro bono case
referral, you can view the training for FREE.
You will also have the opportunity to join a
mentoring group when you accept a pro bono
case. The mentoring group offers the opportu-
nity for an attorney to seek guidance and dis-
cuss with an experienced family law attorney
the case referred by the Pro Bono Program.
See contact information at the end of this arti-
cle to call for additional information.

Fundraiser to benefit the Pro Bono

Program. The Immigration and Criminal
Law Sections will host a joint mixer at La
Tasca Restaurant on December 13th from 6
– 7:30 PM to benefit the Pro Bono Program.
Check out the details under the Immigration
Section of this newsletter (see page 23).
Thank you in advance for your support of
the Pro Bono Program.

Family Law Section Pro Bono

Initiative. The Pro Bono Program welcomes
all attorneys that want to participate in the
Family Law Section Pro Bono Initiative to
any one of the four legal advice evening clin-
ics. The Family Law Section is asking each
member to volunteer for a minimum of two
hours at the Family Law Self Help Center
during business hours or at a Pro Bono
Program evening legal advice clinic before
Law Day 2012. If volunteering after regular
business hours fits your schedule, please
contact us and we will find a place and date
for you to volunteer at a clinic. All attorneys
must be scheduled into a clinic. Remember
to sign the volunteer log at each clinic when
you arrive and leave.  We will report your
volunteer hours to the Family Law Section.

Legal Advice Clinics. The legal advice
clinics are held twice each month in four dif-
ferent locations (see box below) to assist
low-income residents of Montgomery
County in obtaining immediate legal advice
in civil matters. Eligible clients present their
legal problems to an attorney for immediate
advice, consultation, and/or referrals. Each
clinic is staffed with two supervising attor-
neys. In addition, five volunteer attorneys
are needed at each location. We strive to
have attorneys from a variety of practice
areas available to meet the clients legal
needs.  Recently barred attorneys are wel-
come at the clinics. By volunteering at a
clinic you have the opportunity to network
with other attorneys and clients. Many attor-
neys find this volunteer experience very
rewarding and return often to assist clients.

Case Referrals. The Pro Bono
Program office staff answers calls from
potential clients in need of legal help. The
client intake line is open from 9 AM to 4:30
PM Monday through Thursday. Callers that
have a type of case that we handle and meet
all eligibility requirements have their case
opened and referred to an attorney for client
representation.  The Pro Bono Program is in

Biggs, LMDD
Gaffigan, Joseph
Jacobsen, Alisha

Montero, R. Manuel+
Pugliese, Elizabeth
Washington, Juan+

Bloom, Jon+
Bluefeld, Judith
Broner, Annette
Canarte, MaryKay+
Guzman, Sandra

Joehl, Virginia
Lynch, Maura
Malmstrom, Jody
Tabaku, Florian
Wagman, Robert

Bunker, Kate
Marks, Jay+
McDonough, Kate
Montero, R. Manuel

Pasti, David
Phillip, Stacy
Vega, David+
Washington, Juan+

East County Service Center

Gilchrist Center – Wheaton

Gilchrist Center – Germantown

Auerbach, Ken
Burch, Melody
Goecke, Mike
Marks, Jay+

McDonough, Kate
Vega, David+
Washington, Juan+

TESS Community Center

* = accepted more than 1 case
+ = Supervising Attorney

Pro Bono / Judicare Case Referrals

Akpan, Zionne*
Archibong, A.

Mendie
Badaki, Ayodeji
Bluefeld, Judith*
Bryant, Michae P.l*
Chang, Alyssa*
Grady, Michael  J.
Hamilton, Dontrice*
Isaacs, Jonathan*
Lloyd, Scott*

Marshall, John
Morgan, Jonathan P.
Pugliese, Elizabeth*
Slacter, David*
Tilley, Belinda*
Tucci, Brian
Ugelow, Richard
Vorv, Marlynda*
Walsh, Howard
Xu, Eva Y.*

EVENING CLINICS
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month

(6:00 PM to 8:30 PM)
Tel: (301) 565-7675
TESS Community Service Center
8513 Piney Branch Road
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901

2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month
(5:30 PM to 8:30 PM)
Tel: (240) 777-4940 
Charles W. Gilchrist Center 

for Cultural Diversity
11701 Georgia Avenue, 1st Floor
Wheaton, Maryland 20902

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month  
(6:00 PM - 8:30 PM)
Tel: (240) 777-6940
Charles Gilchrist Center for Cultural
Diversity - Upcounty Germantown  
12900 Middlebrook Road
Germantown, MD  20874

1st and 2nd Thursday of each month  
(5:30 PM - 8:30 PM)
Tel: (240) 777-8400
EAST County Regional Services

Center     
3300 Briggs Chaney Road
Silver Spring, MD  20904

Thank You Volunteer Attorneys! The
following attorneys provided legal services
for the Pro Bono Program during October
2011. On behalf of the Board of Directors of
the Bar Foundation, we thank these attorneys
for their time, dedication and service.

need of volunteer attorneys to accept pro
bono case referrals. We especially need fam-
ily law and bankruptcy attorneys to join our
panel. Recently barred attorneys are wel-
come. We would be glad to discuss with you
training opportunities that are available.

Judicare Project. The Pro Bono
Program participates in the Judicare Project
for contested custody and complex family
law cases funded by the Maryland Legal
Services Corporation.  The Pro Bono
Program requires that for each Judicare case
referred that a pro bono case is referred at
the same time to the attorney.

Contact to Volunteer and for

Questions. Please contact Clarice at
301.762.5831 or clarice@mcbfprobono.org
to add your name to a clinic schedule or to
join the Pro Bono Program panel for case
referrals.
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J. FRANKLYN BOURNE BAR
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
COMMITTEE

The next J. FRANKLYN BOURNE
BAR ASSOCIATION, INC., Montgomery
County Committee meeting will be held on
Saturday, December 3, 2011, from 9:00
a.m. to 11:30 at 27 West Jefferson Street,
Rockville, Maryland 20850. Breakfast will
be served. The Committee usually meets
on the first Saturday of the month. If you
cannot attend the December meeting, join
us on Saturday, January 7, 2012. For
more information, contact our committee
chair, Holly Reed, Esq. at (301) 587-9480
or hreedlaw@msn.com. 

Please keep an eye out for informa-
tion about the J. Franklyn Bourne Bar
Association Holiday party and the incom-
ing officers. 

MSBA NOMINATIONS AND
ELECTIONS FOR BOARD OF
GOVERNORS IN 2012

This is the annual announcement
regarding the nomination and election
process for vacancies on the Maryland
State Bar Association Board of
Governors occurring in June 2012.

Only Class II Governors can be nom-
inated and elected in 2012, since it is an
even numbered year.  (Vacancies will be
occurring in the First, Fourth, Fifth,
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and
Eleventh Districts, as well as 1 Young
Lawyer Governor.)

SIXTH (Montgomery County) –
Number of Governors to Which Entitled
– 8; Class II (elected in even years) – 6;
Class I – 2.

• Nomination petitions must be
filed with the MSBA Executive Director
no later than 5:00 p.m., Tuesday,
February 14, 2012.

• Ballots must be postmarked no
later than March 30, 2012.

• Ballots must be received by the
Executive Director no later than April 4,
2012.

If you would like to receive an
MSBA Nomination petition packet,
please contact Maria in our Bar office at
301-424-3454.

For more information regarding the
MSBA and/or the Nomination and
Election for Board of Governors, please
visit the website at www.msba.org.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
WOMEN’S BAR
ASSOCIATION

Thanks to all who attended for the suc-
cess of our second event of the year – the
Judicial Reception in the atrium of the
Circuit Court on October 25.
Approximately one hundred and seventy
people attended to honor our judges “off the
bench,” and enjoyed wine, beer, and great
food. Thanks to all who worked so hard to
make this evening such a success, especial-
ly Rhian McGrath and Jillian DiLaura. A
special “thank you” also to Sherry
Leichman for her skills both in front of and
behind the bar, and to Sharon Johnson and
Louise Preble-Schwartz for serving our
thirsty guests throughout the evening.

We are now looking forward to our
annual Holiday Party scheduled for
Wednesday evening, December 14,
2011 starting at 5:30 p.m. Susan
Oldham has, yet again, graciously agreed
to host the party at her beautiful home.

The next Executive Committee
meeting will be held in January 2012.

Barbara R. Graham, President

SIMON E. SOBELOFF
JEWISH LAW SOCIETY

Please join us for our ANNUAL
HANUKAH PARTY including THE
BEST LATKE CONTEST on
DECEMBER 22, 2011 from 6:00 to
8:30 pm. “FREQUENT FRYERS” who
wish to compete may arrive at 5:00 pm.
Our celebration will take place at the
home of members Bruce and Susan
Magazine located at 9029 WILLOW
VALLEY DR, POTOMAC, MD  20854.
There will be dreidels, candle lighting,
music and lots of fun. Bring your spouse
or significant other and gather with
friends and colleagues as we celebrate the
holiday, eat, drink and schmooze.
Membership encouraged but not
required. Dietary laws observed.
PLEASE RSVP to info@sobeloff.org or
call Brian Barke at (301) 309-8300 for
further information. 

The Honorable Steven G. Salant, President

KARL STEPHENS
8719 GEREN RD.

SILVER SPRING, MD  20901

Serving DC, MD and VA

METROPOLITAN
PROCESS SERVICES

(301) 929-6819

n 24 Hour Cell (301) 252-0706
n Skip Tracing
n Unlimited Attempts
n Rush Services within 48 hours
n Court Filings Available
n Scheduled Pickups

STEPHEN J. DUNN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

110 West Road, Suite 445 208 East Market Street

Towson, MD 21204-2364 York, PA 17401-1249

Phone (410) 321-8368 Phone (717) 845-7301

Fax (410) 321-1599 www.sdunnlaw.com

FEDERAL WORKERS COMPENSATION (OWCP)

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT (OPM)

DISABILITY RETIREMENT

U.S. MERIT SYSTEMS PROTECTION BOARD

SECURITY CLEARANCE APPEALS

If you are interested in
placing an ad in the

newsletter,  please contact
Cindy at 301-762-8376 or

Cindy@barmont.org



HEADING

December, 2011 The Bar Association of Montgomery County, MD Newsletter 29

WHAT’S NEW ...

LEGAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dov Apfel has been chosen as this year’s
recipient of the Dan Cullan Memorial
Award, a national lifetime achievement
award conferred by the Executive Board
of the Birth Trauma Litigation Group of
the American Association for Justice.  Mr.
Apfel is a partner in Janet, Jenner &
Suggs, LLC, in Baltimore.

The Law Office of Michael Bruckheim,

LLC is pleased to announce its relocation
to One Church Street, Suite 910,
Rockville, MD 20850.  Mr. Bruckheim, a
former prosecutor in The District of
Columbia, will continue to focus his prac-
tice on DUI defense and general criminal
and civil litigation in Maryland and DC.
Mr. Bruckheim's phone is 240-753-8222,
email at michael@brucklaw.com, fax at
240-556-0300, and website at
www.brucklaw.com.  Mr. Bruckheim also
is pleased to announce his association
with the law firm of Jezic, Krum &
Moyse, LLC as its DC Of Counsel.

Joseph M. Maher has joined the family
law firm of Weinberg & Schwartz,

L.L.C., as an associate.  Mr. Maher grad-
uated Cum Laude from the University of
Baltimore School of Law in May 2010
after receiving his bachelor’s degree in
Biology from Kalamazoo College in
2005.  Mr. Maher was admitted to the
Maryland Bar in December 2010.  Prior
to joining Weinberg & Schwartz, L.L.C.,
Mr. Maher served as the law clerk for the
Honorable Louis A. Becker for the
Circuit Court for Howard County.

Offit Kurman is pleased to announce the
addition of new principal, Ronald M.

Levin, to its Bankruptcy Practice Group.
Mr. Levin focuses his practice on com-
mercial and consumer bankruptcy repre-
sentation, litigation and corporate repre-
sentation. He has extensive experience
representing banks, financial institutions,
and public and private lenders and
investors located both nationally and
regionally. His clients include asset based
lenders, commercial and real estate
lenders, and master and special servicers
for mortgage backed securities, as well as
other secured creditors in bankruptcy
cases and other insolvency proceedings,
bankruptcy litigation, workouts, restruc-
turings and enforcement proceedings.
Mr. Levin is based in the firm’s
Washington, DC area office in Bethesda,
MD.

RENT/LEASE

MERGER OR AFFILIATION – Law
firm with personal injury, family law,
corporations and estates practice seeks
merger, space sharing, affiliation or
association with another firm in
Montgomery County. If interested, call
301-652-5353.

OFFICE SHARE/AFFILIATION –

BETHESDA – Professional and modern
window office for rent as well as shared
use of a receptionist, waiting area,
conference room, and kitchenette. ½
block from Bethesda Metro on Wisconsin
Ave within the Air Rights Center. The
space is perfect for a solo-attorney or an
attorney looking to affiliate another solo-
practitioner. The window office has
optional furniture which includes two
desks, a shelf, and an office chair for your

use.  $720.00 – Rent includes internet,
furniture, and use of receptionist.
Contact 301-215-7577 if interested.

WANTED – SPACE IN BETHESDA –
Sole practitioner concentrating in estate
planning looking for 1-2 office spaces for
myself and an associate/assistant.  Have
been practicing in Bethesda for many
years and would like to stay in the
Bethesda area.  If you have space
available, please contact Tom at
tdonohue@tdonohue.com or 301-654-
7994.

BETHESDA – Law firm has 3 furnished
offices for sublet, with secretarial station
beginning December 1, 2011.  Amenities
include receptionist and use of
conference rooms, kitchen, copy
machines.  Parking is available in the
building. Please contact Barbara at 301-
634-3107 if interested.

BETHESDA – Law Firm has windowed
offices for sublease in the Air Rights
Center (7315 Wisconsin Ave.)  1 to 5
offices, plus secretarial areas, available
spring 2012.  Available amenities
include reception area, kitchen and
conference rooms.  Rent depends on
space and amenities utilized.  For more
information or to view the space, please
contact Dennis Dahnert at
ddahnert@bregmanlaw.com, or 301-
656-2707.

BETHESDA – 2 large bright windowed
offices. Excellent location convenient to
Metro. Amenities including spacious
conference room, reception area, kitchen
(with microwave, refrigerator and

(Continued on following page)

Beautiful Victorian
House close in

Rockville
Renovated and well maintained
historic building for rent at 109
North Adams St., Rockville.
Several offices available from 200
sq. ft. to 1500 sq. ft.  Plenty of free
parking, walk to courts; lots of win-
dows; secretarial and storage and
conference room available.  Any
inquires, call Schlesinger Company
at 301-949-2131 or email us at
ceciliambiava@aol.com.
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dishwasher) and copier available. Parking
available in building. Public parking
available across street.   Please call 301-
652-5353.

FREDERICK – 2 offices available for
rent.  1 exterior office (12’x10’) with
window.  1 interior office (10’x8’) without
window.  Shared office suite with small
law firm in commercial building within
walking distance to the courthouse.
Access to conference room.  Ideal for
professional with assistant or individual
use.  Located at 7 North Market Street,
Suite 301, Frederick (next to BB&T Bank
on the corner of North Market & West
Patrick Streets).  For more information,
contact Eugene Souder at 301-442-4780.

GAITHERSBURG – Individual offices
and/or 2 office suite.  Copier, fax,
voicemail, conference room, DSL and road
signage available.  Desirable location on
Route 355.  $750-$1,500/month.  Call 301-
987-2002 or email allenlawfirm@aol.com.

GAITHERSBURG – Windowed office
available in first class building on Rt. 355,
near Shady Grove Road. Includes internet,
phone, fax, copier, kitchen, and 2
conference rooms. Available furnished.
Plenty of parking. Only a 5 minute drive
to courthouses. Overflow work available.
Call 301-670-6333.

MCLEAN, VA – Space for lease in heart
of McLean; 943–2,050 square feet.
Please call Morty, of National Real Estate
Brokerage, Inc., at 301-770-8585 (x114).

ROCKVILLE – Complete Office Suite
for rent to sole practitioner or small firm.
Three private offices, secretarial/
reception area, storage room, and
restroom.  Lovely second floor view of
Route 355 and the Metro trains.  Jackson
Place Office Condominium in front of
Montgomery College.  Lots of parking
and easy access.  Alan Zipp, CPA-
Attorney, 301-340-0084.

ROCKVILLE – 1800ft² – Long-term
Sublet – Large, windowed office,

complete with reception area, two
executive offices and small kitchenette.
Datawatch secured suite also includes free
parking for clients.  Furniture, copier and
phones (to include receptionist) can be
used under the terms of the current lease.
The building is conveniently located on
N. Washington Street and features include
an on-site café . Within walking distance
to the red line metro station, Montgomery
County Courthouse and Government
Center, shops and restaurants at Rockville
Town Square.  For more information,
please contact John Hodges at 301-917-
2519.

ROCKVILLE – Office in historic
building close to court, metro; many
amenities for compatible attorney; 301-
251-9200.

ROCKVILLE – One or 2 full-time and 1
part-time or satellite office in a beautiful
penthouse suite in premium office
building with outdoor terrace.  One block
from Circuit Court.  Adjacent to the
Rockville Metro Station.  Full use of
conference room, reception, copier and
kitchen, and other amenities for a

(Continued from preceding page)

Litigation Support  –  Expert Witness Testimony
Business Valuation – Pension Valuation – Financial Analysis

Forensic Accounting  –  Financial Fraud Investigations
Tax Issues  –  Income Tax Preparation

Alan  Zipp
Certified Public Accountant

Attorney at Law
Certified Business Appraiser

Certified Fraud Examiner

Telephone 301-340-0084 – AlanZipp@aol.com
932 Hungerford Drive, Suite 13  Rockville, MD 20850

CIRCLE
TREATMENT
CENTER

COMPLETE CONFIDENTIALITY ASSURED

Twenty Seven Years of
Superior Service

To The Community
* DWI Evaluation, Education/Counseling (6 weeks and 26 weeks)

* Adolescent and Adult Drug/Alcohol Programs

* Outpatient Mental Health Services

* Individual, Couples, Group therapy by licensed professionals

* Approved and Certified by the State of Maryland

* MVA classes in Spanish and English (new licenses)

424 N. FREDERICK AVE., #8A, GAITHERSBURG, MD ~ 301-258-2626

www.circletreatment.com
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Any inquires, call Schlesinger Company
at 301-949-2131 or email us at
ceciliambiava@aol.com.

ROCKVILLE – 7th Floor office with
view on Route 355 with ample free
parking, walking to Court and Metro,
receptionist, conference room, kitchen,
and available secretarial area.  Call Kathy
at 301-762-7200.

ROCKVILLE – Space for lease in
Downtown Rockville – 2,080 square feet;
7 parking spaces.  Please call Morty, of
National Real Estate Brokerage, Inc., at
301-770-8585 (x114).

ROCKVILLE – Townhouse style two
story office building (2400 SF) for lease.
Close to courthouse and Metro.  Fully
equipped and furnished for law office or
similar use.  7 offices, 2 conference
rooms, reception area, copier room, 2
bathrooms.  Free off-street parking.  All
rooms have windows and ample file
cabinets.  Available as entire building, 1st
floor only or individual 2nd floor offices.
For more info, contact Cheryl Hepfer at
240-507-1752.

reasonable cost.  Call Stanley at 301-340-
3003.

ROCKVILLE – One windowed office
for rent in townhouse next to jury parking
lot. Use of 2 conference rooms, library,
kitchen and client waiting areas. Free
parking. Digital copier/Internet use
available. A block to Circuit Court. $895.
Call 301-251-1600.

ROCKVILLE – One windowed office
on second floor of two-level office
building that has a reception area,
conference room, kitchen, copier, FAX
machine and free parking.  Walking
distance to Circuit/District Courts and
Metro.  Reasonable rent.  Contact
Benjamin A. Klopman at 301-424-
0677.

ROCKVILLE – Beautiful Victorian
House – Renovated and well maintained
historic building for rent at 109 North
Adams Street, Rockville.  Several
offices available from 200 sq. ft. to 1500
sq. ft.  Plenty of free parking, walk to
courts; lots of windows; secretarial and
storage and conference room available.

ROCKVILLE – Windowed office
available on lobby level of 50 West
Montgomery Ave.  Includes use of
conference room, WIFI, receptionist
services and free parking.  Copier
available.  Contact Margaret 301-217-9388
or Margaret@michaelgradylaw.com.

SILVER SPRING – Windowed fully
furnished 12’ x 12’ law offices for rent.
Located in a 3,000 sq. ft fully renovated
law suite office. All amenities including
use of full kitchen, spacious conference
room, fax and copier. Wired for high-speed
internet and phone. Referrals among
attorneys are common. Professionally,
friendly and relaxed environment.  Ample
parking in the area. One block from the
District courthouse. Metro accessible.
Email smcooper@stevencooperlaw.com or
call 301-587-9170 for appointment.

ATTORNEY OPPORTUNITIES

MERGER OR AFFILIATION – Law
firm with personal injury, family law,
corporations and estates practice seeks

(Continued on following page)
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merger, space sharing, affiliation or
association with another firm in
Montgomery County. If interested, call
301-652-5353.

ASSOCIATE – ESTATE PLANNING &

ADMINISTRATION – Paley Rothman, a
full service firm in Bethesda, seeks
Associate Attorney with 2-4 years
experience in estate planning, trust and
estate administration, business succession
and tax planning. Maryland bar required.
LLM in taxation and Virginia or Florida
bars a plus. Paley Rothman offers a
sophisticated legal practice, collegial work
atmosphere, superior training and growth
potential. This is a great opportunity for an
associate who has found that the rigors of a
"downtown" practice do not provide for a
work/life balance. To apply, please forward
a cover letter and resume to Vicki Bishop,
Paley Rothman, 4800 Hampden Lane, 7th
floor, Bethesda, Maryland 20814, e-mail to
vbishop@paleyrothman.com, or via fax at
301-654-7354.

ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL

III – A national leader in public parks,
recreation, and the regulation of real
estate development is searching for a
seasoned lawyer with real world
experience to lead one of its in-house
Land Use Practice Teams. The Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning
Commission is a first-in-class regional
agency with approximately 2500 full-
time employees who serve the citizens of
Maryland in Prince George's and
Montgomery counties. For full job
description, please visit the MNCPPC
website at www.mncppc.org.

ASSOCIATE – TRANSACTIONAL –
Selzer Gurvitch Rabin Wertheimer Polott &
Obecny, P.C., an AV-rated Bethesda law
firm, seeks a transactional associate with 3
to 5 years experience in real estate, general
corporate, and business transactions.
Candidates must possess excellent
academic record and superior research and
writing skills. Maryland Bar required,
District of Columbia and Virginia bars
preferred. Candidates should submit cover
letter, resume and writing sample to Barbara
Kirkpatrick, Director of Administration, at
bkirkpatrick@sgrwlaw.com.

STAFF COUNSEL – COMMUNITY

ASSOCIATIONS  – Bethesda firm
focusing on Community Association Law
seeks temp to perm staff counsel to work in
a respectful, collegial office.  Successful
applicant should possess a minimum of two
years collection experience, a strong desire
for courtroom exposure and the ability to
work independently. Excellent
organizational, writing and client
relationship skills are required. Prefer
applicant to be barred in District of
Columbia and Maryland. Send resume with
cover letter and writing sample to: Hileman
& Williams, P.C., 7979 Old Georgetown
Road, Suite 600, Bethesda, Maryland
20814 or adriver@hilemanlaw.com.

THE DAILY RECORD

HONORS ...

OUR MEMBERS

~

2011 Honorees

Outstanding Leaders in Law

Rebecca A. Nitkin
Patricia M. Weaver

2011 Leading Women

Kathryn McDonough

~

CONGRATULATIONS

(Continued from preceding page)

To sign up for the Lawyer Referral Service,
contact Maria at 301.424.7040 or mdelgado@barmont.org

~
In these Economic Times, How can you afford NOT to belong?

Could you use more clients?

FOR SALE

OFFICE FURNITURE – Large con -
ference table with 8 cushioned chairs;
reception room furniture; round table with
4 cushioned chairs; large reception room
desk; BOOKS – Supreme Court Reports;
Atlantic Second; MLE; DC Code (Michie
Version); Federal Procedural Forms.  If
interested, please call 301-652-5353.
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ADVERTISERS INDEX

Berenato & White, LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . .32
www.bw-iplaw.com

Center for Forensic Economic Studies  . . .22
www.cfes.com

Circle Treatment Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
www.circletreatment.com

Stephen J. Dunn, Esquire  . . . . . . . . . . . .28
www.sdunnlaw.com

Richard Edelman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
www.economic-analysis.com

Jennifer Fairfax LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
www.jenniferfairfax.com

Family Mediation Services, Inc. . . . . . . .32
Felinton Elder Law & Estate & Estate

Planning Centers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Gelman, Rosenberg & Freedman . . . . . .11

www.grfcpa.com
David Harrison, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

www.marylandappraiser.com
Harvest Title & Escrow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Insight Treatment Center  . . . . . . . . . .8, 16
Invotex  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

www.invotex.com
Jezic, Krum & Moyse, LLC  . . . . . . . . . .20

www.jezicfirm.com
Michael L. Kabik, Esquire  . . . . . . . . . . .14

www.srgpe.com/immigration.html
Keller Williams Team Realty  . . . . . . . . .17

www.LiveListingsOnline.com
www.MarylandHomesByRobin.com

Ron M. Landsman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
www.ronmlandsman.com

MarylandBail.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
www.MarylandBail.com

McAdoo, Gordon & Associates, P.C.  . . .15
www.mcadoolaw.com

The McCammon Group  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
www.McCammonGroup.com

Metro Counseling Services, Inc. . . . . . . .14
www.metrocounselingservices.com

Metropolitan Process Services  . . . . . . . .28
www.metroprocess24.com

Miles & Stockbridge, P.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . .12
www.milesstockbridge.com

Montgomery County Sentinel  . . . . . . . .29
www.thesentinel.com

Alan J. Nuta, Esquire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
www.SSBenefitsLawyer.com

Oxley & Goldburn Insurance . . . . . . . . .30
www.oxleygoldburn.com

Passport Title Services, LLC  . . . . . . . . . .4
www.passporttitle.com

Planet Depos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
www.planetdepos.com

Prudential Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
www.usainvestigators.com

Pushkin & Pushkin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Real Estate Mortgage Network  . . . . . . .33

http://markbaron.remn.com/Default.aspx
Rockville Concierge Doctors  . . . . . . . . . .9

www.RockvilleConciergeDocs.com
Rossmann - Hurt - Hoffman, Inc.  . . . . .31

www.rhhinsurance.com
Schlesinger Company  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29
Source Office Suites . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
Supervised Visitation &

Investigations, LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
www.supervisedvisitation.biz

Alan S. Zipp, Esquire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

Dr. Jeffrey I. Auerbach, 2275 Research
Blvd., Suite 500, Rockville, MD 20850;
tel.: 301-670-2818; fax: 301-670-2814;
email: mail@ipatlaw.com

Clifford J. Boan, 33 Wood Lane,
Rockville, MD 20850; tel.: 301-762-
1696; fax: 301-762-7691; email:
cjb@eqkmrh.com

Laurence S. Kaye, 5801 Nicholson
Lane, Suite 129, Rockville, MD 20852;
tel.: 301-984-0011; fax: 301-984-0091;
email: KayeLawFirm@yahoo.com

Ferdinand J. Mack, 4649 Cap Stine
Rd., Frederick, MD 21703; tel.: 301-
695-8636; fax: 301-694-1184; email:
fredmack350@yahoo.com

Marja Plater, P.O. Box 1072,
Greenbelt, MD 20768; tel.: 240-603-
3231; fax: 240-603-3231; email:
marjaplater@yahoo.com

David E. Tompkins, 1432 K St., NW,
Suite 900, Washington, DC 20005; tel.:
202-269-0666; fax: 202-371-9228; email:
dtompkins@lewisandtompkins.com

NEW MEMBERS

DAVID R. HARRISON, INC.
SUSAN KITZMILLER

APPRAISALS
MD REAL PROPERTY APPRAISALS - $300.00

MD PERSONAL PROPERTY APPRAISALS - $300.00
COMBINATION FEE - BOTH FOR $500.00

MD LICENSE #18                             CERTIFIED APPRAISER #45162

WE APPRAISE HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS, ANTIQUES, FINE ARTS & COLLECTIBLES.

301-422-3442 www.marylandappraiser.com

Mark Baron
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #190996
Phone: 301-928-9979
mbaron@remn.com

1901 Research Boulevard, Suite 310, Rockville, MD 20850. 
NMLS #6521. Maryland Mortgage Lender #12402.

Specializing in Mortgages 
for those Separated or Divorced.

118th Annual Meeting & Law Day Celebration

Friday, May 18, 2012 ~  8:00a.m.-2:30p.m.
Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center

5701 Marinelli Rd., North Bethesda, MD  20852

Details Coming Next Month
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~ Updates to these schedules can be found in the Court Schedules section of the Bar Association website ~

STATE’S ATTORNEY’S ASSIGNMENTS

WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS

The Family Law Self
Help Center is in need of vol-
unteer attorneys to help self
represented litigants in family
law matters with legal infor-
mation and/or legal advice. If
you have a desire to serve self
represented litigants you can
help in one of two ways:

1. Impromptu Volun -
teering: If you happen to be
at the Courthouse between
12:00 pm and 2:00 pm and
have a little time to spare,
stop by and see one, or maybe
two, clients.  We almost
always have clients waiting
during lunch hours, and could
use your assistance.

2. Scheduled Volun -
teering: If you have more
time to spare or prefer a more
structured arrangement,
please contact our Bar liaison:
Judi Bluefeld,  (301) 279-
7817, twoesq@hotmail.com,
or stop by and consult with
the Center staff.  In that way,
we can let you know when the
Center will be shorthanded,
and can most use your valu-
able assistance.

Time that you volunteer at
the Family Law Self Help
Center can be counted as Pro
Bono hours to the Court of
Appeals.
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~ Updates to these schedules can be found in the Court Schedules section of the Bar Association website ~

JUDGES SCHEDULES

Circuit Court

*Family Duty; CM=Criminal Motions; PT=Criminal PreTrial Jury Demand/Appeal Docket

Schedule updates are available on our website when we receive them

http://www.montbar.org/BarAssociation.aspx ... Click on the Court Schedules link
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DECEMBER

1 8:00a.m. C/S District Court Bench Bar Committee
5:30p.m. C/S Collaborative Law Section Meeting
6:00p.m. C/S Judge Craven’s Retirement Celebration

6 12:15p.m. Bar Luncheon
7 8:00a.m. C/S Circuit Court Bench Bar Committee

12:15p.m. CR Youth Courthouse Project Committee
4:30p.m. C/S Legal Ethics Committee Meeting
5:30p.m. CR Taxation Law Section Meeting

8 5:00p.m. C/S Lawyer to Lawyer Committee Meeting
5:00p.m. CR Workers Compensation Law Section
5:30p.m. C/S Family Law Section Holiday Party

9 12:15p.m. CR Education Law Section Meeting
12 5:00p.m. CR Executive Committee Meeting
13 6:00p.m. CR Criminal Law Section/Immigration

Law Section Happy Hour/Mixer
14 8:00a.m. C/S ADR Section Meeting

8:00a.m. CR Elder Law Section Meeting
12:30p.m. C/S Juvenile Law Section Meeting
4:00p.m. Drug Court Graduation

15 8:00a.m. C/S Law Firm Management Section Mtg.
26-30     ~ Bar Association & Bar Foundation Offices Closed ~

JANUARY

4 8:00a.m. C/S Circuit Court Bench Bar Committee
12:15p.m. CR Youth Courthouse Project Committee
4:30p.m. C/S Legal Ethics Committee Meeting

5 8:00a.m. C/S District Court Bench Bar Committee
5:30p.m. C/S Collaborative Law Section Meeting

9 5:00p.m. CR Executive Committee Meeting
10 8:00a.m. C/S Real Estate Law Section Meeting

6:00p.m. CR Immigration Law Section Meeting
11 8:00a.m. C/S ADR Section Meeting

8:00a.m. CR Elder Law Section Meeting
12:30p.m. C/S Juvenile Law Section Meeting
5:00p.m. CR Foundation Board of Directors
5:30p.m. CLR Taxation Law Section Meeting

12 5:00p.m. C/S Lawyer to Lawyer Committee Meeting
5:00p.m. CR Workers Compensation Law Section

13 12:15p.m. CR Education Law Section Meeting
16 ~ HOLIDAY – BAR OFFICES CLOSED ~
18 5:30p.m. CLR Family Law Section Meeting

5:30p.m. C/S Strategic Planning Committee Meeting
6:00p.m. C/S Business Law Section Meeting

19 8:00a.m. C/S Commercial Litigation Section
8:00a.m. C/S Law Firm Management Section Mtg.
5:00p.m. CLE CLE Seminar – Criminal Law

23 11:45a.m. C/S Estate & Trust Law Section Meeting
24 5:30p.m. C/S Community Outreach Committee/

New Practitioner Section @ MANNA
27 Noon CR Personal Injury Litigation Section

~ Please visit our website, www.montbar.org, for the most recent updates to the Calendar of Events ~




